
Session 3: What’s on the policy horizon?

• The Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Economic Cooperation Program 
Strategic Framework 2030 (GMS-2030) 

• Asia Pacific Health Security Action Framework

• One Health High-Level Panel (OHHLEP) policy 

• ASEAN Health Sector Cooperation

• The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

• UNGA High-level Meeting on Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness and 
Response

• Disaster risk reduction and health in the Asia-Pacific 









Possible Gender Indicators



Their results are our results…
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APSED becomes…

Asia Pacific 
Health Security 
Action 
Framework

The framework builds on previous versions and the 
recommendations of the APSED Technical Advisory Group

• Vision: An Asia Pacific region that is better prepared for all-
hazards public health emergencies through the collective action 
of multiple stakeholders and contributes to global health 
security.

• Goal: In the Asia Pacific region, countries, areas and 
communities have stronger and resilient systems across health 
and other sectors that protect the health and well-being of the 
population through reduction of the consequences associated 
with disease outbreaks and public health emergencies.

• Objective: To strengthen, expand and maintain capacities and 
systems that rapidly detect, investigate, assess and report 
potential threats to public health; and to respond immediately 
and systematically to manage acute emergencies taking a 
multisectoral One Health approach.



Six interconnected and multisectoral domains - each has a 
strategic objective and actions. 

Asia Pacific 
Health Security 
Action 
Framework
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One Health High-Level Panel (OHHLEP) 

The Panel of 26 Technical experts was 
launched in May 2021 to provide the 
Quadripartite1with evidence-based scientific 
and policy advice to address challenges using 
the One Health approach.

• One Health definition was published on 3 July –
it has 5 underlying principals to broaden the 
definition and consider some of the previously 
underemphasized elements 

• Theory of Change analyses stakeholders, 
systems and power to see where organisations 
can collaborate and partner to add the most 
value. 

1 The Quadripartite is composed of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH, founded as OIE), the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Health Organization (WHO).

https://www.who.int/groups/one-health-high-level-expert-panel/members
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/one-health-definitions-and-principles
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/one-health-theory-of-change
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ASEAN Health Sector Cooperation 
• Guided by ASEAN Vision 2025 and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint 

2025, and aligned with global health directions and trends, the ASEAN Health 
Sector adopted the ASEAN Post-2015 Health Development Agenda (APHDA)

• It encapsulates the shared goals, strategies, priorities and programmes of the 
health sector between 2021-2025



ASEAN Health Sector 

• There are 42 health-related 
strategic measures in the ASCC 
Blueprint which are being 
operationalized through the 
APHDA and its ASEAN Health 
Cluster Work Programmes. 
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Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 
Change 

“Human Health impacts are often inter-connected, are 
unevenly distributed across and within societies, and will 
continue to be experienced inequitably due to differences 
in exposure and vulnerability”



Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 



Human Health Highlights – AR6

Climate related illnesses, 
premature death, malnutrition, 

and threats to mental health and 
wellbeing are increasing.

With proactive timely and 
effective adaptation many risks 
for human health and wellbeing 

could be reduced and some could 
be potentially avoided.

Key transformations are needed 
to facilitate climate resilient 

development pathways for health 
and wellbeing.

Transformational changes will be 
more effective if they are 

responsive to regional, local, and 
indigenous knowledge and 

consider the many dimensions of 
the vulnerability, including those 
that are gender and age specific.
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UNGA High-level Meeting on Pandemic Prevention, 
Preparedness and Response

• The UN General Assembly (UNGA) will convene three High-Level Meetings on 
health during its 78th session (UNGA 78) in New York in September 2023
• Recommit to ending TB, delivering universal health coverage (UHC) and strengthening 

pandemic prevention, preparedness, and response (PPPR).

• UNGA’s High-level Meeting on PPPR aims to further mobilize political momentum, 
including through the integration of a multisectoral approach towards PPPR, given 
the multifaceted consequences of pandemics.
• 9 May 2023 – A multi-stakeholder hearing on the preparation of the high-level meeting was 

held 

• The zero draft of the PPPR statement has been written

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.un.org/pga/77/wp-content/uploads/sites/105/2023/06/Zero-draft-PPPR-Political-Declaration-5-June.pdf


Disaster risk reduction and 
health in the Asia-Pacific The primary focus needs to remain on 

protecting health outcomes and 
medical facilities in the aftermath of a 
disaster. 

Policies in the region can go further to 
prioritize public health management as 
a risk reduction strategy and a way to 
reduce vulnerability. 

While often articulated as guiding 
principles, gender equality and human 
rights receive little attention when 
disaster risk reduction policies address 
health issues and vice versa. 



Thank you
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