
Session 5: 
Regional Co-operation and Cross Sectoral Collaboration



Cross-sectoral 
Collaboration

• Public health challenges are 
complex and cannot be effectively 
addressed by one sector alone.

• There are opportunities to engage 
in cross-sectoral cooperation that is 
mutually beneficial and brings value 
for the GMS.

• The GMS 2030 health agenda 
provides scope for innovative 
approaches.



GMS Health Cooperation Strategic Framework

• Are these strategic pillars 
and programming areas still 
meeting your needs?

• Should regional cross –
sectoral collaboration 
become a strategic pillar 
and programming area?

• If so, what could be 
included?



The GMS Working Groups provide lots of options

• Transport:  This area of cooperation 
was one of the first for the GMS.  It 
has its fourth strategy—GMS 
Transport Sector Strategy 2030.
• To be reviewed – increase health 

focus?

• Tourism: This area of cooperation has 
included marketing sustainable and 
pro-poor tourism through a range of 
initiatives including improving border 
facilities and management.
• Two of six indicators for health and 

hygiene: sanitation and clean water.



The GMS Working Groups provide lots of options

• Environment: Forests, wetlands, 
mangroves, farmlands, and other 
ecosystems account for between 20% 
and 55% of the subregion's wealth.
• Is there scope for regional cooperation 

on air pollution? Or scope for recycling 
and waste management?

• Agriculture: The GMS Agriculture 
Ministers shared a joint vision to be a 
leading supplier of safe, quality and 
climate-friendly agri-food products.
• Is there scope for regional cooperation 

on drought/flood impacts on the 
ecosystems and food chain?



The GMS Working Groups provide lots of options

• Urban Development:  This newer area of 
cooperation, oversees urban development –
modern environmental services and 
infrastructure (e.g., water, wastewater). 
• Is there scope for regional cooperation on the 

impact of heat stress on school design or 
construction standards?

• Trade Facilitation: This area helping overcome 
barriers to link the subregion to the ASEAN 
Economic Community’s single market and 
production base.
• Regional collaboration to support alignment 

of regional standards.



Transport Sector - road safety?
• Global Plan for the decade of action on road safety

– contains performance targets and actions which 
could align with strategy.
• Looks beyond individual road user behavior and 

addresses the underlying environment

• Guide for Road Safety Interventions – Evidence of 
What Works and What Does Not Work
• This report addresses every element of the road traffic 

system (management, roads, vehicles, user, speed, and 
medical care) to eliminate serious injury 

• Opportunity to develop expertise in motorcycle 
safety –a center of excellence for motorcyclist 
safety including post-crash care of crash victims?
• Malaysian Institute of Road Safety 

Research (MIROS) serves as the ASEAN Road Safety 
Center

• Combining motorcycle safety technology with the 
rapid electrification of the motorcycle fleet across 
Asia? 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/global-plan-for-the-decade-of-action-for-road-safety-2021-2030
https://www.roadsafetyfacility.org/publications/guide-road-safety-interventions-evidence-what-works-and-what-does-not-work
https://miros.gov.my/xs/index.php


Transport Sector - road safety?
• Road safety data systems - GMS is home to some very 

good crash and injury data systems. 
• Thailand and Viet Nam have very good integrated systems. 

Cambodia is in discussion about upgrading their systems.  

• Consider joining Asia Pacific Road Safety Observatory 
(APRSO) - it is the regional forum on road safety data, 
policies and practices to ensure the protection of 
human life on the roads across Asia and the Pacific

• The Safety Insights Explorer - helps to communicate 
the true scale of road crashes, the safety of the 
world’s roads, and the positive impact that can be 
made with investment.

https://www.aprso.org/
https://www.aprso.org/
https://irap.org/safety-insights-explorer/




Transport Sector - road safety?
• Build capacity in Safe System management  - i.e. a coordinated effort 

across government with action in all roads, speeds, enforcement, 
vehicles and post-crash care.

• Focus on Safe System management – ensure that decisions and 
efforts are focused on results using intermediate targets and safety 
performance indicators for the whole road system.

• Prioritize motorcycle safety - #1 road safety challenge across GMS.

• Invest in pedestrian safety especially for women and children.

• Build knowledge and skills in road safety engineering and lock good 
practice into standards and policies.

• Collaborate with WHO to establish a sustained program of improving 
trauma system performance.

• Deliver training and equipment for police to shift to a general 
deterrence model focused on speed, drink driving, seatbelt wearing 
and helmet use.

• Strengthen road safety data systems and analysis practices.



Trade Facilitation and Health 

• Strengthen regional collaboration 
for quality control and oversight of 
health products to ensure quality 
and safety 

• Improved collaboration for setting 
minimum standards for products 
impacting public health (salt 
iodization and other nutritional 
supplementation, tobacco, etc.).

• Greater collaboration on R&D and 
development of national/regional 
champions in technologies that 
reduce the negative health impacts 
of pollution and climate change.



Trade Facilitation and Health 

• Regional collaboration to support local 
production of key health products 
including medicines, medical supplies, 
vaccines, testing/diagnostic equipment, 
vector control equipment, etc.

• Regional collaboration to support 
alignment of regional standards and 
requirements for health products 
(including O2), to facilitate intra-regional 
approval of relevant products.

• Phytosanitary measures that can be a 
hindrance to regional trade in agricultural 
products but also to combat the risks of 
zoonotic diseases (and potential future 
pandemics).



GMS Health Cooperation Strategic Framework

• Are these strategic pillars 
and programming areas still 
meeting your needs?

• Should One Health–
become the vision? A 
strategic pillar and 
programming area? 

• Should OH be the 
framework that the 
strategy works through?





One Health









CAREC Health Strategy



Thank you
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