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Introduction 
1. The	  Thirty-‐Eighth	  Meeting	  of	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  was	  held	  
on	  8	  December	  2016	  in	  Kunming,	  Yunnan	  Province	  of	  the	  People’s	  Republic	  of	  China.	  The	  
meeting	   was	   co-‐organized	   by	   the	   China	   National	   Tourism	   Administration	   (CNTA),	   the	  
Yunnan	   Tourism	   Development	   Commission	   (YTDC),	   and	   the	   Mekong	   Tourism	  
Coordinating	   Office	   (MTCO),	   and	   attended	   by	   representatives	   of	   the	   National	   Tourism	  
Organizations	   (NTOs)	   of	   the	   six	   GMS	   countries	   (Cambodia,	   People’s	   Republic	   of	   China	  
[PRC],	   Lao	   PDR,	  Myanmar,	   Thailand,	   and	  Viet	  Nam),	  MTCO,	   and	   the	  Asian	  Development	  
Bank	  (ADB).	  A	  copy	  of	  the	  List	  of	  Participants	  is	  in	  Appendix	  1.	  
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Agenda Item 1 
Opening	  Session	  

2. In	   his	   Welcome	   Remarks,	   Mr.	   Li	  
Shihong,	   Vice-‐Chairman,	   CNTA	   of	   PRC	  
extended	   his	   warm	   welcome	   to	   all	  
participants.	   He	   noted	   the	   high	  
importance	   that	   PRC	   gives	   to	   tourism	  
exchange	  with	   other	   GMS	   countries	   and	  
mentioned	   examples	   of	   such	   initiatives.	  
CNTA	   has	   organized	   a	   number	   of	  
activities	   including	   training	   courses	   for	  
tourism	   industry	   workers	   of	   Lao	   PDR.	  
Cross-‐border	   tourism	  cooperation	  at	   the	  
Deltian-‐Ban	  Gioc	  Waterfalls	  between	  PRC	  
and	   Viet	   Nam	   is	   quickly	   taking	   shape,	  
with	   construction	   ongoing	   and	   a	   joint	  
coordination	   committee	   established	   in	  
November	  2015.	  PRC	  and	  Thailand	  have	  
worked	   on	   tourism	   marketing	   and	  
promotion	   and	   a	   3-‐month-‐long	   visa	   fee	  
exemption	  policy	  has	  been	  introduced	  by	  
Thailand.	    Tourism	  cooperation	  between	  
PRC	  and	  Myanmar	  will	  get	  a	  boost	  by	  end	  
of	   2016	   with	   tourists	   on	   both	   sides	   to	  
enjoy	   3	   new	   border	   tourism	   routes	   that	  
connect	  Yunnan	  with	  Myanmar.	  Between	  
PRC	   and	   Cambodia,	   there	   have	   been	  

high-‐level	   exchanges,	   including	   a	   formal	  
Memorandum	   of	   Understanding.	   He	  
thanked	   MTCO	   for	   its	   hard	   work	   to	  
improve	   connectivity	   and	   coordination,	  
and	   also	   expressed	   appreciation	   to	   ADB	  
for	  promoting	   regional	   cooperation	  with	  
other	   GMS	   countries.	   He	   noted	   that	  
tourism	   cooperation	   has	   provided	   a	  
smooth	   running	   platform	   for	   the	   GMS	  
countries	   to	   work	   closely	   together	   to	  
build	  the	  subregion	  into	  an	  open	  tourism	  
destination.	   As	   GMS	   countries	   are	  
important	   along	   the	   land	   and	   maritime	  
silk	   road,	   CNTA	   has	   started	   drafting	   the	  
Outline	   of	   Cooperation	   on	   Tourism	  
Development	   along	   the	   Belt	   and	   Road.	  
CNTA	   has	   also	   launched	   a	   campaign	   to	  
build	  Cross	  Border	  Tourism	  Cooperation	  
Zones	   and	   Border	   Tourism	   Pilot	   Zones	  
nationwide.	  PRC	  seeks	  common	  progress	  
with	  other	  nations	  and	  is	  willing	  to	  share	  
outcomes	   of	   its	   reforms	   for	   mutual	  
benefit	   and	   win-‐win	   cooperation	   with	  
the	  tourism	  community.	  	  
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3. Mr.	   Gao	   Shu	   Xun,	   Vice	   Governor	  
of	   Yunnan	   Province,	   welcomed	  
participants	   to	   Kunming	   the	   City	   of	  
Spring.	  He	   thanked	  CNTA	   and	  MTCO	   for	  
showcasing	   support	   to	   tourism	  
development	  and	  cooperation	  in	  Yunnan	  
Province.	   PRC	   and	   GMS	   countries	   enjoy	  
vibrant	  tourism	  growth	  and	  jointly	  work	  
to	   deepen	   tourism	   cooperation,	   mutual	  
understanding	   and	   consensus	   as	   solid	  
foundation	   not	   only	   in	   tourism	   but	   also	  
in	   other	   areas.	   Yunnan	   has	   made	  
remarkable	  achievements	  in	  line	  with	  the	  
One	   Belt	   One	   Road	   initiative,	   and	  
attaches	  great	  importance	  to	  cooperation	  
with	   other	   GMS	   countries.	   Yunnan	   has	  
participated	   in	   TWG	   meetings	   and	   in	  
tourism	   promotion	   and	   development,	  
and	   has	   signed	   agreement	   and	   MOUs	  
with	   CLMV	   countries.	   (NOTE:	   SPEECH	  
ONLY	  AVAILABLE	  IN	  CHINESE).	  

4. In	   his	   Opening	   Remarks,	   Mr.	  
Steven	   Schipani,	   Senior	   Portfolio	  
Management	   Specialist,	   ADB	   Lao	  
Resident	   Mission,	   expressed	   sincere	  
appreciation	   to	   CNTA	   and	   the	   Yunnan	  
Provincial	   Government	   for	   hosting	   the	  
meeting	   and	   ensuring	   participants’	  
pleasant	   and	   enjoyable	   stay,	   and	   to	  
MTCO	  for	  assisting	  the	  host	  in	  preparing	  
the	   agenda	   and	   program.	   He	   noted	   that	  
GMS	   tourism	   cooperation	   continues	   to	  
strongly	   benefit	   the	   GMS	   countries	   and	  
that	   their	   collective	   efforts	   generate	  
significant	   social	   and	   economic	   benefits.	  
As	  noted	  in	  the	  2016	  Beijing	  Declaration	  
on	   Sustainable	   Tourism,	   tourism	   is	   a	  
driver	   of	   development	   and	   peace	   by	  
supporting	   economic	   growth,	   promoting	  
intercultural	  understanding,	  encouraging	  
mutual	   respect	   among	   peoples,	   and	  
contributing	   to	   the	   culture	   of	   peace.	   He	  
cited	   examples	   of	   TWG’s	   collaborative	  
efforts	   in	   2016	   including	   the	   successful	  
Mekong	   Tourism	   Forum	   2016	   in	  
Sihanoukville,	   annual	   tourism	  

management	   capacity	   building	   program	  
by	  Guilin	  Tourism	  University,	   first	  CLMV	  
forum	   in	   Bangkok,	   Thailand,	   Lao	   PDR’s	  
hosting	   of	   ASEAN	   Ecotourism	   Forum,	  
Myanmar’s	   2016	   Tourism	   and	  
Hospitality	   Investment	   Conference,	   and	  
Viet	   Nam’s	   workshop	   on	  Mekong	   River-‐
based	   tourism.	   Multi-‐country	   fam	   tours	  
and	   sporting	   events	   were	   also	   held.	  	  
These	  activities	  contributed	  substantially	  
to	   deepening	   regional	   tourism	  
cooperation.	   He	  mentioned	   that	   the	   21st	  
GMS	  Ministerial	   Conference	   commended	  
the	  TWG	  for	   its	  efforts	   to	  prepare	  a	  new	  
Tourism	   Sector	   Strategy	   (TSS)	   to	   guide	  
cooperation	   over	   the	   next	   decade.	   GMS	  
Ministers	   also	   welcomed	   progress	  
toward	   establishing	   the	   MTCO	   as	   an	  
intergovernmental	   organization,	   and	  
recognized	   the	   mekongtourism.org	  	  
website	   as	   a	   good	   practice	   example	   of	  
how	   to	   use	   modern	   technology	   to	  
promote	   collaboration	   and	   knowledge	  
sharing.	   As	   2017	  marks	   25	   years	   of	   the	  
GMS	   Program	   and	   the	   UN	   International	  
Year	  of	  Sustainable	  Tourism,	  ADB	  stands	  
ready	   to	   continue	   supporting	   GMS	  
tourism	   cooperation	   and	   regional	  
cooperation	  and	  integration.	  	  

5. Mr.	   Jens	   Thraenhart,	   Executive	  
Director,	   MTCO,	   thanked	   CNTA	   and	   the	  
Yunnan	   Provincial	   Tourism	  
Administration	   for	   their	  warm	  welcome,	  
gracious	   hospitality,	   and	   excellent	  
arrangements	   for	   TWG-‐38,	   and	   looked	  
forward	   to	   exploring	   Tengchong.	   He	  
noted	  that	  PRC	  is	  now	  the	  leading	  source	  
market,	   represents	   the	   biggest	   domestic	  
market,	   and	   has	   long	   placed	   tourism	   at	  
the	   center	   of	   its	   national	   economic	  
development.	   International	  tourists	  have	  
grown	  from	  25	  million	  in	  1950	  to	  almost	  
1.2	   billion	   in	   2015.	   Tourism	   now	  
accounts	   for	   1	   in	   every	   11	   jobs	  
worldwide,	   10%	   of	   global	   GDP,	   7%	   of	  
world	   exports,	   and	   30%	   of	   services	  
exports.	  Tourism	  is	  a	  strong	  driving	  force	  
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for	   socio-‐economic	   development	   in	   the	  
GMS,	  with	  Southeast	  Asia	  now	  the	  fastest	  
growing	   tourism	   region	   in	   the	   world.	  
Concomitantly,	   TWG	   and	   MTCO	   have	  
embarked	   on	   an	   ambitious	   plan	   for	  
promoting	   the	   GMS	   as	   a	   single	  
destination,	  driving	  inclusive	  growth	  and	  
poverty	   alleviation	   by	   promoting	   multi-‐
country	   travel	   and	   secondary	  
destinations	   in	  a	  responsible	  way.	  MTCO	  
has	  changed	  its	  operations	  internally	  and	  
externally,	   in	   how	   it	   engages	   with	  
industry	  via	  digital	  means	  and	  aligned	  to	  
the	   new	   Experience	   Mekong	   Tourism	  
Marketing	   Strategy	   and	   Action	   Plan	  

2015-‐2020.	   An	   award-‐winning	   digital	  
platform	  has	  been	  launched,	  an	  e-‐library	  
as	  repository	  for	  GMS	  travel	  and	  tourism	  
has	  been	  set	  up,	  and	  the	  Mekong	  Tourism	  
Forum	  has	  been	  developed	  as	  a	  platform	  
for	   debate	   and	   networking	   through	  
adjunct	   activities.	   MTCO	   is	   now	   moving	  
forward	   towards	   its	   establishment	  as	  an	  
inter-‐governmental	   organization	   and	   a	  
new	   Tourism	   Sector	   Strategy	   has	   been	  
developed	   to	   meet	   the	   demands	   of	   the	  
tourism	  market	  over	  the	  next	  decade.	  	  	  	  

6. Copies	   of	   the	   welcome	   and	  
opening	  remarks	  are	  in	  Appendix	  2.	  

Agenda Item 2 
Adoption	  of	  the	  Agenda	  

	  

7. The	  meeting	  adopted	  the	  provisional	  agenda	  (Appendix	  3).	  

8. Mr.	   Li	   Shihong,	   Vice-‐Chairman,	   CNTA	   of	   PRC	   (CORRECTION:	   Mr.	   Wu	   Kefeng,	  
Deputy	   Director	   General,	   CNTA	   of	   PRC),	   chaired	   the	   meeting.	   He	   was	   assisted	   by	   Mr.	  
Schipani,	  ADB,	  as	  Co-‐chair,	  and	  Mr.	  Thraenhart,	  MTCO,	  as	  Secretariat.	  
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Agenda Item 3 
Business	  Arrangements	  

9. Chair	  briefed	  participants	  on	  business	  arrangements	  and	  the	  program.	  

Agenda Item 4 
Report	  and	  Follow-‐up	  of	  the	  37th	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  group	  
Meeting	  (July	  2016,	  Sihanoukville,	  Cambodia)	  

	  

10. Representative	  of	  Cambodia	  briefed	  the	  meeting	  on	  the	  successful	  outcomes	  of	  the	  
37th	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  Meeting	  (TWG-‐37)	  held	   in	   July	  2016	   in	  Sihanoukville,	  
Cambodia.	  	  For	  the	  first	  time,	  a	  post	  conference	  report	  was	  produced	  for	  MTF	  2017,	  which	  
can	  be	  downloaded	  at	  www.MekongTourism.org.	  (copy	  of	  presentation	  in	  Appendix	  4).	  	  
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Agenda Item 5 
Report	  and	  Follow-‐up	  of	  the	  21st	  GMS	  Ministerial	  Conference	  
(30	  November-‐1	  December	  2016,	  Chiang	  Rai,	  Thailand)	  	  

	  

11. Mr.	  Shunichi	  Hinata,	  Regional	  Cooperation	  Specialist,	  Southeast	  Asia	  Department,	  
ADB,	   presented	   the	   highlights	   of	   the	   21st	   GMS	   Ministerial	   Conference	   relevant	   to	   the	  
Tourism	  Sector.	  He	  said	  that	  tourism	  deliverables	  for	  the	  Conference	  were	  reported	  to	  and	  
noted	  by	  the	  GMS	  Senior	  Officials	  and	  the	  GMS	  Ministers,	  	  including	  the	  (i)	  progress	  on	  the	  
preparation	   of	   the	  GMS	  Tourism	   Sector	   Strategy	   2016-‐2017;	   and	   (ii)	   status	   of	   the	  Draft	  
Agreement	  on	  the	  Establishment	  of	  the	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Coordinating	  Office	  as	  an	  inter-‐
governmental	   organization.	   The	   status	   of	   these	   deliverables	  was	  mentioned	   in	   the	   Joint	  
Ministerial	  Statement	  issued	  at	  the	  conclusion	  of	  the	  Conference.	  The	  Ministers’	  Statement	  
also	  recognized	  the	  continued	  positive	  trends	  in	  the	  tourism	  sector	  and	  congratulated	  the	  
GMS	   tourism	   officials	   and	   the	   MTCO	   for	   a	   number	   of	   international	   awards	   received	   in	  
recognition	  of	  the	  MTCO	  website’s	  innovative	  design	  and	  use	  of	  cutting-‐edge	  technology	  to	  
create	   a	   digital	   hub	   for	   travel	   and	   tourism	   collaboration.	   Mr.	   Hinata	   also	   briefed	   the	  
meeting	   on	   the	   results	   of	   the	  Mid-‐term	   Review	   of	   the	   Regional	   Investment	   Framework	  
Implementation	  Plan	  (RIF-‐IP)	  2014-‐2018	  cum	  3rd	  Progress	  and	  RIF-‐IP	  2020	  that	  included	  
the	  expanded	  pipeline	  of	  projects	   for	   the	  tourism	  sector.	  He	  stated	  that	   tourism	  remains	  
an	  important	  sector	  of	  the	  GMS	  Program	  and	  the	  sector’s	  achievements	  and	  contributions	  
to	  the	  GMS	  vision	  are	  well-‐recognized	  and	  appreciated	  at	  all	  levels	  of	  the	  GMS	  institutional	  
hierarchy	  and	  machinery	  (copy	  of	  presentation	  in	  Appendix	  5).	  	  
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Agenda Item 6 
Implementation	  of	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Marketing	  Strategy	  2015-‐
2020 	  

6.1 GMS	  Country	  Project	  Updates	  
 

12. Cambodia	   briefed	   TWG	   on	   the	  
Southern	   Corridor	   route.	   The	   last	  
meeting	  was	  held	  in	  Phu	  Cuoc,	  and	  a	  fam	  
trip	   was	   organized	   among	   Cambodia,	  
Thailand	  and	  Viet	  Nam.	  The	  next	  meeting	  
will	   be	   held	   in	   Chantaburi,	   Thailand	   in	  
May	  2017.	  Cambodia	  will	  organize	  a	  fam	  
trip	   during	   that	   meeting	   to	   bring	   in	   the	  
private	   sector	   from	   Cambodia	   and	   Viet	  
Nam.	  They	  will	  work	  closely	  with	  MTCO,	  
Thailand	  and	  Viet	  Nam	  in	  organizing	  this	  
fam	  trip.	  	  

13. PRC	   reported	   that	   from	   January	  
to	  May	   2016	   overnight	   inbound	   tourists	  
reached	   43.67	   million	   (+4.2%),	  
international	   tourism	   receipts	   reached	  
$86.63	   billion	   (+5.1%).	   Outbound	  
tourists	   reached	   92.29	   million	   (+4.7%)	  
and	   domestic	   tourists	   reached	   3.36	  
billion	   (+11.2%)	   generating	   revenue	   of	  
RMB	   2,953	   billion	   (+15.3%).	   PRC’s	   top	  
source	   markets	   are	   Korea,	   Japan,	   Viet,	  
Nam,	   Russia,	   India,	   U.S.,	   Philippines,	  
Mongolia,	   Malaysia	   and	   Singapore.	   Top	  
10	   destination	   countries	   included	  
Thailand,	   Korea,	   Japan,	   Viet	   Nam,	   U.S.,	  
Singapore,	   Malaysia,	   Russia,	   Indonesia,	  
and	   Australia.	   Data	   on	   inbound	   and	  
outbound	   tourists	   between	   other	   GMS	  
countries	   and	   PRC	   were	   also	   provided	  
but	   these	  were	  provisional	   data	   and	  not	  
yet	   official.	   PRC	   also	   reported	   on	   the	  
construction	   of	   the	   Cross-‐Border	  
Tourism	   Cooperation	   Zone	   and	   the	  
Border	   Tourism	   Experimental	   Zone	  
(“two	   zones”)	   to	   boost	   the	  
transformation	   of	   border	   areas	   from	  

tourism	   channels	   to	   tourist	   destinations	  
and	   become	   engine	   of	   economic	   and	  
social	   development.	   Regarding	  
construction	   of	   the	   Sino-‐Vietnamese	  
Detian-‐Ban	  Gioc	  Waterfalls	   International	  
Tourism	   Cooperation	   Zone,	   the	  
provincial	   coordination	   platform	   has	  
been	   established.	   A	   coordination	  
committee	  between	  Guangxi	  government	  
and	   Gaoping	   province	   has	   been	  
established	   for	   the	   protection	   and	  
development	   of	   waterfall	   resources.	   In	  
October	   2016,	   a	   tourism	   cooperation	  
meeting	  between	  Guangning	  province	   in	  
Viet	   Nam	   and	   Guangxi	   Province	   of	   PRC	  
was	   held	   in	   Halong	   City,	   Viet	   Nam.	   In	  
November	   2016,	   Dongxing-‐mong	  
International	   Trade	   and	   Tourism	   Fair	  
was	   held	   to	   strengthen	   cross-‐border	  
tourism	   cooperation.	   Other	   activities	  
held	   were	   the	   2016	   China-‐ASEAN	   Expo	  
Tourism	   Exhibition	   in	   Guilin,	   and	   the	  
signing	   of	   a	   Memorandum	   of	  
Understanding	   between	   PRC	   and	  
Cambodia	   on	   tourism	   cooperation	   in	  
November	  2016.	  	  	  	  

14. Lao	   PDR	   reported	   on	   tourism	  
marketing	   and	   plans	   to	   develop	   tourism	  
product	   marketing	   in	   -‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  
Quadrangle.	   They	   expected	   to	   table	   the	  
tourism	  map	  at	  the	  next	  meeting.	  	  

15. Myanmar	   reported	   that	   several	  
new	   destinations	   are	   being	   developed,	  
including	   ecotourism	   sites	   and	  
community	   based	   tourism	   development	  
areas	   to	   meet	   the	   tourism	   boom	   in	   the	  
country.	   Marketing	   and	   tourism	  
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promotion	   programs	   are	   being	   pursued	  
within	   various	   regional	   cooperation	  
frameworks.	   International	   visitor	  
arrivals	   in	  Myanmar	   reached	  4.5	  million	  
in	   2015	   (+52%	   from	   2010).	   Top	   source	  
markets	   were	   Asia,	   Western	   Europe,	  
North	  America,	  and	  Oceania,	  and	  Eastern	  
Europe.	   Tourism	   receipts	   in	   2015	   were	  
estimated	   at	   $2.1	   billion,	   with	   tourism	  
sector	  directly	  contributing	  661,000	  jobs	  
and	   2.6%	   of	   the	   country’s	   total	   GDP.	  
There	   are	   3	   international	   airports,	   and	  
13	   border	   gateways.	   Myanmar	   has	  
granted	   eVisa	   (tourist	   visa)	   for	   100	  
countries	   and	   eVisa	   (business	   visa)	   for	  
51	   countries	   including	   Cambodia,	   Lao	  
PDR,	   Viet	   Nam,	   and	   Thailand.	   The	   new	  
government	   will	   implement	   Multiple	  
Journey	   Special	   Re-‐entry	   visa	   and	  
reduction	  of	  requirements	  for	  each	  entry	  
visa.	   Several	   laws	   have	   been	   enacted	   to	  
attract	   investment	   and	   HRD	   programs	  
for	   tourism	   workers	   are	   being	   pursued	  
with	   support	   from	   international	  
development	  partners	   including	  LuxDev,	  
Swisscontact,	  ILO,	  and	  ADB.	  	  

16. Thailand	   reported	   that	   a	  
handbook	   for	   cross-‐border	   travel	   from	  
Thailand	   to	   Cambodia,	   Malaysia,	  
Myanmar,	   and	   Lao	   PDR	   has	   been	  
completed	   and	   published	   in	   Thai	   and	  
English	  versions	  aimed	  at	  promoting	  the	  
GMS	   as	   a	   single	   destination.	   Another	  
handbook	   for	   AEC	   Seamless	   Discovery	  
including	   sample	   of	   itineraries	   on	  
tourism	  connecting	  routes	  with	  transport	  
and	   immigration	   details	   has	   also	   been	  
published	   in	   English.	   TAT	   in	  
collaboration	   with	   Viet	   Nam	   organized	  
between	  September	  and	  October	  2016	  a	  
joint	  fam	  trip	  for	  travel	  agents	  and	  media	  
from	   the	   U.S.	   and	   Canada.	   In	   2017	   TAT	  
will	   organize	   networking	   and	   agent	   fam	  
trip	   events	  on	  multi-‐country	   tour	   routes	  

in	   secondary	   destinations	   to	   build	  
network	   of	   tour	   operator	   in	   the	   GMS;	  	  
TAT	  will	   coordinate	  with	   the	   other	   GMS	  
countries	   to	   finalize	   arrangements.	   TAT	  
in	  coordination	  with	  the	  Institute	  of	  East	  
Asian	   Studies,	   Thammasat	   University	   is	  
developing	   curriculum	   for	   certificate	   in	  
integrated	   tourism	   marketing	  
management	   in	   CLMVT	   countries	  
targeting	   high	   level	   executives	   in	   public	  
and	   private	   sectors	   and	   entrepreneurs	  
within	  CLMVT;	  details	  will	  be	  advised	   in	  
due	   course.	   Thailand	   also	   reported	   on	   a	  
study	   of	   linkage	   of	   potential	   destination	  
under	   the	   Mekong	   Discovery	   Trail	   from	  
South	   Esan	   of	   Thailand	   to	   Lao	   PDR	   and	  
Cambodia.	  They	  are	   currently	  producing	  
a	   handbook	   for	   this	   route	   in	   Thai	   and	  
English	   for	   distribution	   at	   the	   next	  
meeting.	   Heritage	   Trail	   “Coasts	   of	  
History”	   Project	   produced	   a	   map	  
distributed	   to	   participants	   at	   this	  
meeting.	   Thailand	   Research	   Fund	  
reported	   on	   Short	   Cruise	   in	   Mekong	  
River	   from	   Chiangkhong,	   Chaing	   Rai	   to	  
Paktha,	  Bokeo	  which	  they	  funded.	  	  	  	  

17. Viet	  Nam	   reported	   that	   this	   year	  
the	   number	   of	   international	   tourists	   is	  
expected	  to	  reach	  10	  million	  and	  that	  the	  
number	   of	   tourists	   from	   neighboring	  
GMS	   countries	   has	   increased	   especially	  
from	   PRC	   and	   Thailand.	   Viet	   Nam	   will	  
focus	  on	  Mekong	  Delta	  and	  also	  Phu	  Cuoc	  
island.	   Viet	   Nam	   thanked	   Thailand	   for	  
the	   impressive	   work	   done	   in	   promoting	  
the	   Southern	   Coastal	   Corridor	   and	  
suggested	   that	   more	   fam	   tours	   be	  
organized	   to	   highlight	   the	   potential	   of	  
this	  area.	  This	  year	  Viet	  Nam	  organized	  a	  
road	  show	  in	  Northeast	  Thailand	  and	  will	  
organize	   conferences	   to	   promote	   the	  
corridor	   connecting	   Thailand,	   Lao	   PDR,	  
Viet	  Nam	  and	  Southern	  China	  and	  would	  
need	  the	  support	  of	  the	  other	  countries.	  	  
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6.2 GMS	  TWG	  2016	  Work	  plan	  Progress	  Report	  Q3	  
	  

18. Mr.	   Jens	   Thraenhart,	   MTCO,	  
reported	   on	   the	   progress/status	   of	  
activities	   under	   the	   2016	   Work	   plan	  
covering	   MTCO	   operations,	   industry	  
engagement,	   marketing/branding,	  
product	   development,	   and	   capacity	  
building.	   MTCO	   asked	   the	   countries	   to	  
send	   additional	   multi-‐country	   initiatives	  
that	   they	   have	   been	   accomplished	  
individually	  during	  the	  year	  for	  reflection	  
in	   the	   2016	   GMS	   TWG	   Workplan.	   He	  
requested	   the	   countries	   to	   send	   their	  
inputs	   to	   the	   2017	   work	   plan	   for	  
consolidation	   by	   January	   15th,	   and	  
circulation	   in	   the	   beginning	   of	   2017.	  
MTCO	   also	   requested	   the	   countries	   to	  
send	   any	   documents	   relevant	   for	  
uploading	   to	   the	  e-‐library,	   any	  events	   to	  
be	   added	   to	   the	   events	   calendar,	   and	  
articles	  and	  press	  releases	  of	  the	  NTOs	  to	  
be	  published	  on	  MekongTourism.org.	  He	  
also	  asked	  the	  countries	  to	  add	  the	  MTCO	  
logo	   with	   a	   link	   to	   the	  
MekongTourism.org	  website	  to	  be	  added	  
to	   the	   various	   NTO	   websites.	   In	   2016,	  
MTCO	   engaged	   interns	   from	   Thailand,	  
Indonesia,	   and	   UK,	   and	   a	   new	   intern	  
(Vietnamese	  national,	   studying	   in	   Japan)	  
has	   been	   engaged,	   and	  MTCO	   is	   looking	  
to	   engage	   more	   with	   universities	   in	   the	  
region.	   	   On	   the	   preparation	   of	   the	   new	  
TSS,	   there	   has	   been	   collaboration	   and	  
engagements	   with	   stakeholders	   through	  
TWG	   meeting,	   MTF	   2016,	   Mekong	  
Tourism	   website,	   experts,	   story	   tellers,	  
social	  media,	   and	  development	  partners.	  
Financial	   analysis	   of	   MTCO	   operations	  
covering	   2011-‐2016	   that	   examined	  
expenditures,	   revenues	   and	   assets	  
showed	  that	  expenditures	  were	  going	  up	  
and	   assets	   were	   shrinking	   because	   of	  
increasing	   activities,	   even	   as	   MTCO	  was	  
not	   getting	   revenues	   anywhere	   due	   to	  
the	  current	  legal	  status	  but	  relying	  solely	  

on	   the	   annual	   contributions	   from	  
member	   countries.	   Mekong	   website	   has	  
been	   able	   to	   get	   industry	   recognition	  
through	   international	   awards	   received	  
recently.	   MTCO	   was	   also	   getting	   more	  
traction	   under	   Alexa	   score,	   with	   more	  
engagement	   with	   around	   400	   visitors	   a	  
day	   and	   new	   followers	   in	   social	   media,	  
also	  added	  new	  materials	  to	  the	  e-‐library	  
and	   new	   website	   posts	   with	   increasing	  
external	   links.	   Snapshot	   on	   website	  
status	   showed	   real	   steep	   climb	   in	   terms	  
of	   web	   use.	   MTF	   2016	   was	   successfully	  
organized	   with	   printed	   report	   including	  
testimonials	   that	   represented	   a	   good	  
resource	   to	   be	   continued	   for	   next	   MTF.	  
Media	   fam	   trips	   to	   promote	   the	  
subregion	   were	   organized	   along	   the	  
Northern	   Mekong	   (Nan	   to	   Luang	  
Prabang,	  May	  2016),	  Kampot	  and	  Kep	  in	  
Cambodia	   in	   July	   2016.	   Other	   projects	  
and	   programs	   pursued	   include	  
Responsible	  Tourism	  Guide	  &	  Showcase,	  
Mekong	   Tourism	   Stories	   (in	  
collaboration	   with	   UNWTO),	   Mekong	  
Innovative	   Startup	   Tourism	   (MIST)	  
between	   MTCO	   and	   ADB,	   launching	   of	  
Mekong	   Tourism	  Networks	  with	   subject	  
experts	   including	   on	   culinary	   tourism.	  
Relationship	   was	   established	   with	   ITB	  
Berlin	   through	   participation	   in	   the	  
World’s	   Leading	   Travel	   Trade	   Show	   in	  
March	   2017	   as	   another	   platform	   to	  
promote	   the	   GMS.	   MTCO	   is	   working	   on	  
#MekongMoments	   –	   a	   public-‐private	  
partnership,	  owned	  and	  operated	  by	  CEN	  
International,	   as	   a	   platform	   to	   inspire	  
content	   for	   social	   media	   campaign	   for	  
promoting	   destinations	   in	   the	   GMS	   and	  
social	   advocacy.	   The	   campaign	   will	   be	  
tested	   in	   2017,	   and	   promoted	   via	  
customized	   flyers	   and	   videos	   for	  
particular	   countries	   and	  
entities/organizations.	   MTCO	   asked	   for	  
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the	   countries	   to	   actively	   create	  
campaigns	   under	   #MekongMoments	  
umbrella	   and	   promote	   the	   campaign	  
concept	   to	   industry	   stakeholders	   for	  
participation.	   The	   campaign	   concept	   is	  
unique	   as	   it	   acts	   as	   a	   capacity	   building	  
platform	   and	   turnkey	   solution	   for	   any	  
organization,	   regardless	  of	   size	  and	   type	  
to	   develop	   their	   own	   social	   media	  
campaign.	   The	   goal	   is	   to	   generate	   One	  
Million	   Mekong	   Moments	   to	   be	  
generated	   during	   the	   first	   100	   days	   by	  
engaging	   a	   minimum	   of	   100	   businesses	  

motivating	   guests,	   consumers,	   and	  
residents	   to	   share	   an	   average	   of	   100	  
moments	   on	   their	   personal	   social	  media	  
accounts	  (Instagram	  and	  Twitter)	  tagged	  
with	  #MekongMoments.	  	  	  

19. Mr.	   Thraenhart	   reported	   that	  
based	   on	   rotation	   of	   TWG	   events,	   MTF	  
2017	   back	   to	   back	   with	   TWG-‐39	   would	  
be	   held	   in	   Lao	   PDR	   in	   May/June	   2017,	  
and	   TWG-‐40	   in	   Myanmar	   in	   Nov/Dec	  
2017.	   	   	   Copies	   of	   presentations	   under	  
Agenda	  Item	  6	  are	  in	  Appendix	  6.	  

	  

Decision/Required	  Follow-‐up	  Action:	  
 

20. Countries	   asked	   to	   send	  
completed	   2016	   multi-‐country	  
activities	   to	   MTCO	   for	   inclusion	   in	  
2016	   GMS	   TWG	   Workplan.	  
	  

21. Countries	   asked	   to	   send	  
planned	  2017	  multi-‐country	  activities	  
to	   MTCO	   for	   inclusion	   in	   the	   draft	  
2017	  GMS	  TWG	  Workplan	  
	  

22. MTCO	   also	   requested	   the	  
countries	   to	   send	   any	   documents	  

relevant	  for	  uploading	  to	  the	  e-‐library,	  
any	   events	   to	   be	   added	   to	   the	   events	  
calendar,	   and	   articles	   and	   press	  
releases	   of	   the	   NTOs	   to	   be	   published	  
on	  MekongTourism.org.	  	  
	  

23. MTCO	  also	  asked	  the	  countries	  
to	  add	  the	  MTCO	  logo	  with	  a	  link	  to	  the	  
MekongTourism.org	   website	   to	   be	  
added	   to	   the	   various	   NTO	   websites,	  
and	   add	   info@mekongtourism.org	   to	  
the	  NTO	  English	  media	  lists.	  .	  	  
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Agenda Item 7 
GMS	  Tourism	  Performance	  Scorecard 	  

24. Mr.	   Thraenhart	   presented	   the	   GMS	   Tourism	   Performance	   Scorecard	   for	   2015	  
noting	   robust	   increase	   in	   international	   visitor	   arrivals	   at	   over	   58	   million	   as	   aimed	   for	  
under	   the	   current	   TSS	   and	   marketing	   strategy	   with	   tourism	   receipts	   of	   $74	   billion.	  
Tourism	  performance	   data	   can	   be	   accessed	   at	  http://www.mekongtourism.org.	   He	   noted	  
that	  there	  was	  demand	  from	  the	  private	  sector	  about	  aviation	  trends	  (top	  destinations	  in	  
seats	   capacity	  within	   the	  GMS).	  Top	  airports	  by	   total	  passengers	   in	  2015	  were	  Bangkok	  
Suvarnabhumi	  in	  the	  lead	  and	  as	  regional	  hub,	  followed	  by	  Kunming	  in	  No.	  2	  reflecting	  the	  
big	   domestic	   market.	   For	   the	   period	   January-‐September	   2016,	   international	   visitor	  
arrivals	  reached	  47	  million,	  with	  tourism	  receipts	  estimated	  at	  $73	  billion.	  (Copies	  of	  the	  
presentations	  in	  Appendix	  7.)	  	  

 
Decision/Required	  Follow-‐up	  Action:	  
 

25. MTCO	   asked	   the	   countries	   to	   provide	   stats	   based	   on	   the	   agreed	   indicators	  
agreed	  by	  TWG	  so	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Performance	  Scorecard	  can	  be	  kept	  up-‐to-‐date.	  	  
	  

Agenda Item 8 
Updating	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Sector	  Strategy 	  

26. Mr.	   Steven	   Schipani,	   ADB,	   noted	   that	   the	   tourism	   sector	   had	   indeed	   made	   very	  
substantive	  achievements	  over	  the	  past	  year.	  TWG	  had	  received	  directives	  from	  the	  GMS	  
Leaders	   and	   the	   GMS	   Ministers	   to	   move	   forward	   the	   good	   momentum	   and	   one	   of	   the	  
instruments	   for	  doing	   this	  was	   through	   the	  new	  GMS	  TSS	  2016-‐2025.	   	  He	  requested	   the	  
countries	   to	   help	   further	   enrich	   the	   MTCO	   website’s	   resources	   by	   sending	   documents	  
whether	  in	  English	  or	  other	  	  languages.	  He	  then	  proceeded	  to	  give	  a	  briefing	  on	  the	  good	  
progress	  made	  with	  regard	  to	  the	  new	  TSS	  and	  the	  key	  activities	  and	  milestones	  that	  have	  
been	   accomplished	   leading	   to	   notation	   by	   the	   21st	   GMS	   Ministerial	   Conference,	   while	  
recognizing	   the	  need	   for	   further	  consultation	  and	  confirmation	  within	  TWG.	  He	  outlined	  
the	  vision,	   expected	  outcome,	   SWOT	  analysis,	   indicative	   targets,	   institutional	   framework	  
for	  tourism	  cooperation,	  and	  budgetary/cost	  estimates	  ($58.5	  billion).	  
	  

27. He	   invited	   TWG	   to	   provide	   their	   views	   on	   the	   	   suitability	   of	   implementation	  
arrangements,	   completeness	   of	   the	   list	   of	   	   priority	   projects	   and	   border	   checkpoints,	  
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forecasts	   and	   performance	   targets,	   and	   the	   production	   timeline,	  which	   is	   to	   finalize	   the	  
report	  in	  December	  2016,	  for	  typesetting	  and	  printing	  in	  January/February	  2017	  (copy	  of	  
the	  presentation	  in	  Appendix	  8).	  	  	  	  
	  

Open	  Discussion	  

28. PRC	   suggested	   a	   platform	   for	  
product	   marketing	   and	   promotion	   and	  
tourism	   product	   development	   to	   fully	  
improve	  tourism	  potential	  of	  cities,	  and	  a	  
3-‐phase	  strategy	  that	  would	   input	   to	   the	  
GMS	   Ministerial	   Conference,	   namely:	   (i)	  
explore	  the	  work	  progress	  for	  world	  city	  
cooperation;	   (ii)	   use	   big-‐data	  
cooperation	   platform	   to	   integrate	   into	  
the	  national	  development	  plans;	  and	  (iii)	  
use	   the	   internet	   to	   promote	   the	   tourism	  
industry.	   PRC	   further	   suggested	   to	   use	  
big	  data	  cooperation	  to	  collect,	  store	  and	  
share	   information	  with	  South	  East	  Asian	  
countries	   and	   also	   help	   Yunnan	   to	  
integrate	   with	   other	   countries;	   build	  
tourism	   information	   infrastructure	  
system	   with	   other	   countries,	   provide	  
tourism	   environment	   information,	  
provide	   information	   on	   tourist	   products	  
discounts,	   tourism	   planning,	   virtual	  
tours/maps,	  services,	  etc.	  Border	  tourism	  
between	   Yunnan	   and	   other	   countries	  
started	   years	   ago,	   and	   achieved	  
consensus	   with	   neighboring	   countries.	  
Yunnan	   has	   capability,	   confidence	   and	  
determination	   to	   move	   cooperation	  
forward.	  

29. In	   response	   to	   Thailand’s	  
comment	   that	   there	   should	   be	  
prioritization	  of	  the	  projects	  in	  the	  action	  
plan,	  Mr.	  Schipani	  stated	  that	  many	  of	  the	  
projects	   are	   designated	   high	   or	  medium	  
priority	   in	   the	   GMS	   RIF	   and	   national	  
tourism	  strategies.	  	  

30. Thailand	   proposed	   new	  
workshops	   on	   interpretation	   for	   tourist	  
guides	   in	  world	   heritage	   site	   for	   ASEAN	  

and	   South	   Asia	   (March	   2017)	   and	   on	  
sustainable	   tourism	   development,	   case	  
study	   of	   royal	   development	   projects	   to	  
promote	   the	   initiative	   of	   the	   late	   King	  
Bhumibol	   Adulyadej	   (Feb	   2017),	   and	  
research	   initiative	   by	   the	   Thailand	  
Research	  Fund	  on	  Tourism	  Promotion	  in	  
Upper	  Mekong	  Subregion,	  and	  requested	  
ADB’s	   support	   for	   providing	   workshop	  
speakers.	  	  

31. Mr.	   Schipani	   noted	   that	   these	  
proposals	   fit	   well	   with	   the	   relevant	  
programs	  and	  will	  be	  included	  in	  the	  list	  
of	  projects.	  PRC’s	  proposal	  for	  Yunnan	  on	  
cross-‐border	   tourism	   zones	   are	  
adequately	   covered	   under	   the	   TSS	   now,	  
but	   since	   this	   is	   first	   time	   to	   hear	   about	  
the	   data	   center	   which	   is	   very	   good	   in	  
terms	   of	   improving	   collection	   of	  
information,	   he	   suggested	   for	   PRC	   to	  
provide	  a	  brief	  description	  of	  the	  project	  
inclusion	  in	  the	  document.	  	  

32. PRC	   noted	   the	   project	   on	  
Northern	   Quadrangle,	   they	   would	   need	  
time	   to	   develop	   the	   goals	   and	   bilateral	  
agreements	   and	   would	   try	   for	   4	   cross-‐
border	  tourism	  zones.	  

33. Viet	   Nam	   appreciated	   ADB’s	  
efforts	   in	   successfully	   drafting	   the	   TSS	  
and	  noted	  comments	  about	  cross-‐border	  
tourism.	   Viet	   Nam	   suggested	   that	   there	  
should	   be	   a	   specific	   project	   on	   CMV	  
triangle	   tourism	   development	   and	  
research	   on	   tourism	   development	   in	  
Northern	  Lao	  PDR,	  Viet	  Nam	  and	  PRC.	  	  	  

34. Cambodia	   appreciated	   ADB’s	  
support	  to	  prepare	  the	  new	  strategy	  and	  
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agreed	  with	  Viet	  Nam	  to	  push	  for	  triangle	  
development	   based	   on	   the	   Leaders’	  
meeting	   in	   Siem	   Reap.	   Cambodia	   stated	  
that	   border	   facilities	   at	   priority	   border	  
points	   needed	   to	   be	   developed	   and	  	  
proposed	   another	   border	   between	  
Cambodia	   and	   Viet	   Nam	   at	   Pre	   Cheak	   –	  

Ha	  Tien	   .	  Mr.	   Schipani	  noted	   this	  border	  
would	  be	  added	  to	  the	  TSS.	  	  	  

35. Thailand	   commented	   and	   Mr.	  
Schipani	   agreed	   that	   indicative	  
targets/results	   framework	   should	  
include	   social	   and	   environmental	  
indicators	  for	  balanced	  development.	  	  

 

Decision/Required	  Follow-‐up	  Action:	  
 

36. PRC	  was	   requested	   to	   provide	   a	   brief	  write-‐up	   on	   their	   proposed	   big	   data	  
center.	  
	  

37. Countries	  did	  not	  have	  any	  objection	  on	   the	   final	  draft	   of	   the	  TSS	  and	  only	  
had	   minor	   comments	   which	   would	   be	   incorporated	   in	   the	   final	   document.	   They	  
expressed	  appreciation	  to	  ADB	  for	  its	  support	  in	  preparing	  the	  new	  TSS.	  	  

Agenda Item 9 
GMS	  Tourism	  Infrastructure	  for	  Inclusive	  Growth	  Project 
 
9.1	  Project	  Progress Report	  by	  Cambodia	  
38. Cambodia	   reported	   on	   project	   progress	   (copy	   of	   presentation	   in	   Appendix	   9.)	  
Outputs	   1	   and	   2	   had	   experienced	   delays	   completing	   the	   detailed	   designs	   and	   bidding	  
documents	  due	  to	  staff	  changes.	  Output	  3	  on	   institutional	  capacity	  building	  activities	  are	  
proceeding	  well.	  Output	  4	  activities	  show	  progress	  in	  some	  areas	  and	  delay	  in	  others.	  They	  
are	  now	  in	  the	  process	  of	  designing	  Kampot	  International	  Passenger	  terminal.	  	  

9.2	  Project	  Progress	  Report	  by	  Lao	  PDR 

39. Lao	   PDR	   reported	   that	   as	   of	   October	   2016,	   overall	   progress	   was	   at	   17.68%	  
compared	  to	   the	  elapsed	   implementation	  period	  of	  35%	  since	   the	   loan	  became	  effective.	  
The	  project	  was	  rated	  on-‐track	  according	  to	  ADB	  performance	  monitoring	  criteria.	  Details	  
on	   the	   project	   progress	   by	   output	   were	   reported.	   Annual	   project	   review	   and	   planning	  
meeting	  for	  2017	  with	  all	  PIUs	  would	  be	  held	  on	  13-‐16	  December	  2016	  in	  Luang	  Prabang	  
with	  annual	  work	  plans	  to	  be	  finalized	  by	  end	  of	  December	  2016.	  Focus	  for	  2017	  would	  be	  
on	  implementing	  the	  different	  plans.	  (copy	  of	  presentation	  in	  Appendix	  10).	  



	  

15	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  

9.2	  Project	  Progress	  Report	  by	  Viet	  Nam 

40. Viet	  Nam	  would	  give	  an	  update	  on	  the	  project	  at	  the	  next	  meeting.	  
41. Mr.	   Schipani	   urged	   the	   countries	   to	   continue	   collaborating	   on	   the	   Southern	  
Tourism	  Corridor	  and	  looked	  forward	  to	  the	  next	  MTF.	  He	  thanked	  the	  countries	  that	  were	  
not	  directly	  financed	  by	  the	  project	  but	  nevertheless	  contributing	  to	  cooperate	  on	  certain	  
elements.	  	  

Agenda Item 10 
TWG-‐39	  Preparations	  and	  MTF	  2017 

42. Lao	  PDR	  briefed	  the	  meeting	  on	  preparations	  for	  TWG-‐39	  and	  MTF	  2017	  proposed	  
to	  be	  held	  back-‐to-‐back	  in	  Luang	  Prabang	  on	  5-‐8	  June	  2017	  (changed	  from	  the	  previously	  
proposed	   June	  13-‐16	  dates).	  TWG-‐39	  and	  Closed	  MTCO	  Board	  Meeting	  would	  take	  place	  
on	  Monday,	  TIIG	  Steering	  Committee	  Meeting	  and	  MIST	  would	  take	  place	  on	  Tuesday,	  and	  
MTF	  2017	  on	  Wednesday	  and	  Thursday.	  A	  proposed	  concept	  and	  proposed	  theme	  for	  MTF	  
“Prosper	  with	  Purpose”,	  as	  well	  as	  proposed	  programs	  for	  TWG-‐39	  and	  MTF	  2017	  with	  a	  
different	   format	   this	   time	   to	   integrate	   the	   conference	   with	   the	   destination	   were	   also	  
presented	  (copy	  in	  Appendix	  10).	  A	  short	  video	  on	  Luang	  Prabang	  was	  shown.	  	  

43. Thailand	   informed	   the	  meeting	   about	   Thailand	   Travel	  Mart	   on	   14-‐16	   June	   2017	  
which	  would	  coincide	  with	  MTF	  2017.	  Note:	  Dates	  changed	  to	  June	  5-‐8,	  2017	  as	  a	  result.	  

44. Mr.	   Thraenhart	   stated	   that	   around	   200	   participants	   are	   expected	   for	   2017	  MTF;	  
MTCO	   will	   work	   with	   Lao	   PDR	   for	   on	   the	   program,	   and	   looks	   forward	   to	   the	   other	  
countries’	  inputs	  and	  feedback.	  	  	  
	  

Decision/Required	  Follow-‐up	  Action:	  
45. MTCO	  will	  work	  closely	  with	  Lao	  PDR	  in	  developing	  the	  TWG-‐39	  and	  MTF	  2017	  
program	  and	  agenda	  and	  inform	  TWG	  members	  accordingly.	  	  
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Agenda Item 11 
Other	  Matters	  	  
46. Thailand informed the meeting about their new visa policy approved by the 
Cabinet regarding waiver of visa fee of 1,000 baht when visitors apply for a visa at Thai 
embassies or consular offices; also a reduction of fee for visa on arrival from 2,000 
baht to 1,000 baht at immigration checkpoints for tourists from 19 countries.  

47. Viet Nam suggested that MTF 2017/TWG-39 be moved to first of week of June 
or just before Thailand Travel Mart as they would be busy hosting the APEC Summit 
Meeting.  

48. Mr.Thraenhart responded that they would consider Viet Nam’s suggestion 
accordingly in planning for the event. Note: MTF 2017 has been moved to June 5-8, 
2017. 

Closing Session 
 

49. Chairperson	  expressed	  his	  thanks	  and	  appreciation	  to	  all	  the	  participants	  for	  their	  
active	  contribution	  to	  the	  success	  of	  the	  meeting.	  	  
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No	   Title	   Name-‐Lastname	   Country	   Position	   Organization	  

1	  
Mr.	   Li	  Shihong	   China	   Vice	  Chairman	   China	  National	  Tourism	  

Administration	  (CNTA)	  

2	  
Mr.	   Wu	  Kefeng	   China	   Deputy	  Director	  General	  of	  planning	  

and	  Finance	  Department	  
China	  National	  Tourism	  
Administration	  (CNTA)	  

3	  
Mr.	   Zhou	  Wenjie	   China	   Director	  of	  International	  

Organization	  Division,	  Tourism	  
Promotion	  and	  International	  
Cooperation	  Department	  

China	  National	  Tourism	  
Administration	  (CNTA)	  

4	  
Mr.	   Fang	  Yan	   China	   Deputy	  Director	  of	  Resource	  

Utilization	  Division,	  Planning	  and	  
Finance	  Department	  

China	  National	  Tourism	  
Administration	  (CNTA)	  

5	  
Mr.	   Zhao	  Ke	   China	   Principle	  Staff	  Member	  of	  

Translation	  and	  Receptionist	  
Division,	  Tourism	  Promotion	  and	  

International	  Cooperation	  
Department	  

China	  National	  Tourism	  
Administration	  (CNTA)	  

6	  
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China	  National	  Tourism	  
Administration	  (CNTA)	  
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Finance	  Department	  

China	  National	  Tourism	  
Administration	  (CNTA)	  

8	  
Mr.	   Lv	  Wushui	   China	   Official	  of	  General	  Office	   China	  National	  Tourism	  

Administration	  (CNTA)	  

9	  
Ms.	   Ju	  Yi	   China	   Official	  of	  Resource	  Utilization	  

Division,	  Planning	  and	  Finance	  
Department	  

China	  National	  Tourism	  
Administration	  (CNTA)	  
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Mr.	   Xu	  Jie	   China	   Official	  of	  Resource	  Utilization	  

Division,	  Planning	  and	  Finance	  
Department	  

China	  National	  Tourism	  
Administration	  (CNTA)	  

11	  
Mr.	   Gao	  Shuxun	   China	   Senior	  Advisor	   The	  People’s	  Government	  of	  

Yunnan	  Province	  

12	  
Mr.	   He	  Ligui	   China	   Deputy	  Secretary	  General	   The	  People’s	  Government	  of	  

Yunnan	  Province	  

13	  
Mr.	   Cui	  Zhitao	   China	   Consultant	   International	  Exposition	  Affair	  

Bureau	  

14	  
Mr.	   Yun	  Fan	   China	   Director	  General	   Tourism	  Development	  
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Province	  
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Madam	   Wen	  shuqiong	   China	   Deputy	  Director	  General	   Tourism	  Development	  
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Mr.	   Chen	  Shuyun	   China	   Deputy	  Director	  General	   Tourism	  Development	  
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Province	  
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Mr.	   Cheng	  Daxing	   China	   Director	  of	  Information	  Division	   Tourism	  Development	  

Commission	  of	  Guangxi,	  China	  

18	   Mr	   Nat	  Yin	   Cambodia	   Deputy	  Director	  of	  Planning	  
Development	  Department	   Ministry	  of	  Toursim,	  Cambodia	  

19	   Mr	   Chhay	  Sarath	   Cambodia	  
National	  Tourism	  Destination	  
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Specialist	  
Ministry	  of	  Toursim,	  Cambodia	  
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Soukhathamavong	   Laos	   Deputy	  Director	  of	  Tourism	  

Planning	  and	  Development	  Division	  
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Ministry	  of	  Information,	  
Culture	  and	  Tourism,	  Laos	  
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22	   Mr	   Naung	  Naung	  Lin	  Aung	   Myanmar	   Deputy	  Director	   The	  Ministry	  of	  Hotels	  and	  
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Sports	  (MOTs)	  

24	   Mr	   Pongsakorn	  
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Asia	  &	  Pacific	  Region	  Department	  

Tourism	  Authority	  of	  Thailand	  
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DEPUTY	  DIRECTOR	  GENERAL	  OF	  
INTERNATIONAL	  COOPERATION	  

DEPT	  

Vietnam	  National	  
Administration	  of	  Tourism	  

(VNAT)	  
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Ms.	   Flordeliza	  S.	  Melendez	   Philippines	   Consultant,	  GMS	  Unit	  Regional	  

Cooperation	  and	  Country	  
Coordination	  Division	  Southeast	  

Asia	  Department	  
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在第 38次大湄公河次区域旅游工作组会
议  

欢迎晚宴上的致辞  
 

2016年 12月 7日 
 

尊敬的云南省高树勋党组（副省长）， 
尊敬的湄公河旅游协调办公室主任晏子先生， 
尊敬的各位嘉宾，女士们，先生们： 
大家晚上好！ 
 
首先，我谨代表中国国家旅游局、代表李金早局长对各位远道而来的朋友表示欢迎！欢迎大家来

到中国！  
 
今天，我们非常高兴来到美丽的昆明，参加第 38次大湄公河次区域旅游工作组会议，与大家共叙
友情、共话合作、共议发展。 
“大湄公河”是东南亚各国的生命河流，沿线六国“同饮一江水”，互为友好邻邦。构建 GMS 旅游交
流和合作机制，对于促进本地区经济稳定发展、增进人民友谊、促进政治互信等，具有十分重要

的意义。云南省作为湄公河次区域旅游的前沿阵地，近年来为次区域旅游发展做出了突出成绩，

在中国的旅游业发展中也具有举足轻重的地位。为筹备明天的会议，云南省人民政府、云南省旅

游发展委员会高度重视，和大湄公河旅游协调工作办公室（MTCO）的同仁们一道，付出了诸多
努力。今晚，他们也为大家精心准备了欢迎晚宴，请大家开心品尝云南美食，享受云南风光！ 
最后，预祝工作组会圆满成功！希望各位朋友们在云南度过美好的时光！ 
 
Distinguished	  Mr.	  Gao	  Shuxun,	  Deputy	  Governor	  of	  Yunnan	  Province	  	  
Distinguished	  Mr.	  Jens	  Threanhart,	  Executive	  Director	  of	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Coordinating	  Office	  
Distinguished	  guests,	  ladies	  and	  gentlemen,	  
	  
Good	  evening!	  
First	  of	  all,	  on	  behalf	  of	  China	  National	  Tourism	  Administration,	  and	  the	  Chairman	  Mr.	  Li	   Jinzao,	   I	  
would	  like	  to	  extend	  our	  warmly	  welcome	  to	  all	  the	  friends	  from	  afar.	  
Today,	  we	  get	  together	  at	  the	  beautiful	  city	  of	  Kunming,	  to	  join	  the	  38th	  meeting	  of	  the	  GMS	  tourism	  
working	  group.	  We	  sincerely	  hope	   that	  we	  could	  renew	  our	   friendship,	  enhance	  our	  cooperation,	  
and	  	  discuss	  our	  development.	  
Great	  Mekong	   river	   is	   the	   life	   river	   of	   the	   Southeast	  Asia	   countries.	   Six	   countries	   drink	   from	   the	  
same	   river	   as	   a	   friendly	   neighbor.	   Establishing	   the	   GMS	   tourism	   exchange	   and	   cooperation	  
mechanism	  has	   a	   very	   important	   significance	   to	   promote	   the	   economy	   development	   of	   the	   area,	  
enhance	   the	   friendship	   of	   the	   people	   and	   promote	   the	   mutual	   political	   trust.	   Yunnan	   province	  
located	  at	  the	  forward	  position	  of	  the	  Great	  Mekong	  Sub	  region	  tourism,	  and	  in	  recent	  years	  Yunnan	  
has	  made	  outstanding	  achievements	  for	  the	  tourism	  	  development	  of	  the	  area.	  Meanwhile,	  Yunnan	  
also	   shares	   important	   position	   in	   China's	   tourism	   development.	   The	   People's	   Government	   of	  
Yunnan	  Province	  and	  the	  Yunnan	  tourism	  development	  committee	  work	  together	  with	   the	  MTCO	  
colleagues	  and	  made	  so	  mush	  efforts	  to	  prepare	  the	  meeting	  tomorrow.	  Tonight,	  they	  also	  provide	  a	  
well	  prepared	  reception	  dinner	  for	  everyone,	  please	  enjoy	  yourself.	  
Finally,	  we	  wish	  the	  meeting	  a	  complete	  success,	  and	  wish	  you	  all	  have	  good	  time	  in	  Yunnan.	  Thank	  
you!	  
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Remarks	  at	  38	  Meeting	  of	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  

Li	  Shihong,	  Vice	  Chairman	  of	  CNTA	  

Dec.8,	  2016	  

	  

Dear	  colleagues	  from	  the	  tourism	  sector,	  	  

Ladies	  and	  Gentlemen,	  

	  	  	  	  Good	  Morning.	  

	  	  	  	  I	  hereby	  extend,	  on	  behalf	  of	  China	  National	  Tourism	  Administration	  and	  Chairman	  Mr.	  
Li	   Jinzao,	  warm	  congratulations	  on	   the	  grand	  opening	  of	   the	  38th	  Meeting	  of	   the	  Greater	  
Mekong	   Sub-‐region	   Tourism	   Working	   Group,	   and	   heartfelt	   thanks	   to	   Yunnan	   for	   the	  
meticulous	  preparation	  and	  thoughtful	  arrangements	  for	  today’s	  meeting.	  

	  	  	  China	   National	   Tourism	   Administration	   attaches	   high	   importance	   to	   developing	  
innovative,	  open	  and	  shared	  tourism	  exchanges	  with	  other	  GMS	  states.	  In	  recent	  years,	  it	  
has	   brought	   forward	   a	   series	   of	   regional	   tourism	   cooperation	   on	   HR	   training,	   project	  
construction,	  tourism	  marketing	  and	  product	  development.	  In	  December	  2015,	  CNTA	  and	  
the	  Lao	  Ministry	  of	   Information,	  Culture	  and	  Tourism	   jointly	  organized	   the	   first	   training	  
session	   on	   the	   standardization	   of	   tourism	   attractions	   development.	   A	   few	   days	   ago,	   a	  
delegation	   consisting	   of	   experts	   in	   Yunnan	   visited	   the	   Luang	  Prabang	   of	   Laos	   to	   deliver	  
another	  training	  course	  to	  the	  local	  industry	  workers.	  Upon	  the	  signing	  of	  the	  Agreement	  
on	   Cooperation	   on	   the	   Protection	   and	   Development	   of	   Tourism	   Resources	   of	   Detian	  
Waterfalls	  between	  the	  Chinese	  and	  Vietnam	  governments	  in	  November	  2015,	  the	  outline	  
on	   the	   development	   of	   the	   Detian-‐Thac	   B! n	   Gi" c	   Waterfalls	   Cross	   Border	   Tourism	  
Cooperation	   Zone	   has	   quickly	   taken	   its	   shape,	   with	   a	   cooperation	   demonstration	   base	  
currently	   under	   construction	   and	   a	   coordination	   committee	   jointly	   established	   by	   the	  
Guangxi	  Zhuang	  Autonomous	  Region	  of	  China	  and	  the	  T#nh	  Cao	  B$ng	  of	  Vietnam	  in	  such	  
regard.	   For	   many	   years,	   China	   and	   Thailand	   have	   worked	   hand-‐in-‐hand	   on	   tourism	  
marketing	  and	  promotions.	  A	  few	  days	  ago	  on	  December	  1st,	  Thailand	  introduced	  a	  three-‐
month	   long	   visa	   fee	   exemption	   policy	   in	   China.	   The	   cooperation	   between	   China	   and	  
Myanmar	  on	  border	  tourism	  dates	  back	  to	  the	  1990’s.	  By	  the	  end	  of	  this	  year,	  tourists	  on	  
both	   sides	  will	   be	   able	   to	   enjoy	  3	  new	  border	   tourism	   routes	   that	   connect	  Yunnan	  with	  
Myanmar	   through	   arrangements	   of	   tour	   operators.	   China	   and	   Cambodia	   have	   kept	  
frequent	  exchanges	  on	  higher	  levels.	  In	  August,	  a	  MOU	  was	  signed	  between	  CNTA	  and	  the	  
Cambodian	   Ministry	   of	   Tourism	   on	   strategic	   cooperation.	   With	   the	   joint	   efforts	   of	   all	  
parties,	   the	   total	   number	   of	   two	   way	   visits	   between	   China	   and	   other	   GMS	   states	   has	  
registered	  14.93	  million	  in	  the	  first	  3	  quarters	  of	  2016.	  

	  	  	  	  Dear	   friends,	   as	   we	   are	   pleased	   to	   witness	   the	   ever	   deepening	   tourism	   exchanges	  
between	  GMS	  states,	  we	  are	  also	  aware	  of	  the	  great	  potential	  that	  lies	  in	  the	  future	  of	  our	  
cooperation.	   My	   special	   thank	   goes	   to	   the	   MTCO	   for	   its	   hard	   work	   along	   the	   years	   to	  
improve	  the	  connectivity	  and	  coordination	  between	  GMS	  states.	  I’d	  also	  like	  to	  express	  my	  
appreciation	   for	   the	   devotions	   and	   unremitting	   efforts	   of	   ADB	   on	   regional	   cooperation.	  
The	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  mechanism	  has	  provided	  all	  of	  its	  6	  member	  states	  with	  
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a	   dedicated,	   smooth-‐running	   platform	   for	   communication	   and	   cooperation	   in	   the	   past	  
decade,	   during	  which	   the	   tourism	   authorities	   of	   all	  member	   states	   have	  worked	   closely	  
together,	   through	   thick	  and	   thin,	   to	  build	   the	  Greater	  Mekong	  Sub-‐region	   into	  a	   tourism	  
destination	  featuring	  easy	  connectivity,	  orderliness	  and	  openness.	  

	  	  	  	  We	  believe	  that	  the	  decade	  to	  come	  will	  be	  an	  era	  of	  prosperity	  for	  tourism	  development	  
in	  the	  Greater	  Mekong	  River	  Region.	  GMS	  states	  are	  all	   important	  nations	  along	  the	   land	  
and	   maritime	   silk	   road.	   CNTA	   has	   started	   the	   drafting	   of	   the	  Outline	   of	   Cooperation	   on	  
Tourism	  Development	  along	  the	  Belt	  and	  Road	   and	  we	   stand	   ready	   to	  work	  more	   closely	  
with	  other	  GMS	  states	  on	   tourism	   infrastructure	  projects,	   investment	   cooperation	   in	   the	  
trade	  of	  tourism,	  and	  tourism	  service	  standardization.	  In	  the	  mean	  time,	  to	  implement	  the	  
important	  decision	  made	  by	   the	  Chinese	  Government	  on	  building	  Cross	  Border	  Tourism	  
Cooperation	  Zones	  and	  Border	  Tourism	  Pilot	  Zones,	  CNTA	  has	   launched	  the	  campaign	  of	  
building	  these	  two	  types	  of	  zones	  nationwide.	  We	  will	  take	  a	  more	  innovative	  approach	  in	  
the	  reform	  and	  opening	  up	  of	   tourism	  development	   in	  the	  GMS	  region,	  which	   is	  where	  a	  
number	  of	  cooperation	  zones	  and	  pilot	  zones	  are	  established,	  and	  expand	  our	  cooperation	  
with	   other	   GMS	   states	   in	   heritage	   protection	   and	   utilization,	   Eco-‐environment	  
construction,	   etc.	   In	   the	   future,	  we	  will	   step	  up	  our	  efforts	  on	  building	  Yunnan	  Province	  
into	  a	  pivot	  in	  Southwest	  China’s	  reform	  and	  opening	  up,	  support	  Guangxi	  in	  its	  Pan-‐North	  
Bay	  cooperation	  and	  work	  even	  harder	  on	  promoting	  sub-‐region	  tourism	  cooperation	  and	  
exchanges,	   and	   the	   branding	   and	   marketing	   of	   GMS	   region	   as	   an	   integrated	   tourism	  
destination.	  

	  	  	  	  Ladies	  and	  gentlemen,	  China	  will	  always	  has	  her	  arms	  open	  and	  seek	  common	  progress	  
with	  all	  other	  nations.	  We	  expect	  support	  and	  help	  from	  other	  GMS	  states,	  and	  are	  willing	  
to	  share	  the	  outcomes	  of	  China’s	  reform	  and	  opening	  up,	  and	  take	  our	  responsibilities	  on	  
regional	  development.	  With	  an	  aim	  of	  creating	  a	  community	  of	  shared	  future	  for	  mankind,	  
we	  believe,	   from	   the	   very	   beginning,	   that	   as	   long	   as	  we	  uphold	   the	  principles	   of	   equity,	  
mutual	  benefit	  and	  win-‐win	  cooperation,	  	  	  further	  deepen	  our	  mutual	  trust	  and	  adhere	  to	  
practical	  approaches,	  the	  GMS	  tourism	  community	  will	  become	  the	  most	  vibrant,	  charming	  
and	  attractive	  in	  the	  global	  market,	  and	  the	  GMS	  tourism	  working	  group	  mechanism	  will	  
become	  a	  role	  model	  for	  international	  tourism	  exchanges	  and	  cooperation.	  

I	  wish	  today’s	  meeting	  a	  complete	  success.	  

Thank	  you.	  	  
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TWG-‐38	  OPENING	  SPEECH	  

By	  Jens	  Thraenhart	  	  

Executive	  Director,	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Coordinating	  Office	  

38TH	  MEETING	  OF	  THE	  GMS	  TOURISM	  WORKING	  GROUP	  

December	  8th,	  2016,	  Kunming,	  P.	  R.	  China	  

-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  

- HE	  Mr.	  Li	  Shihong,	  Vice	  Chairman,	  China	  National	  Tourism	  Administration	  
- Mr.	  Wu	  Kefeng,	  Deputy	  Director	  General,	  China	  National	  Tourism	  

Administration	  
- Mr.	  He	  Ligui,	  Deputy	  Secretary	  General,	  The	  People’s	  Government	  of	  

Yunnan	  Province	  
- Mr.	  Yun	  Fan,	  Director	  General,	  Tourism	  Development	  Commission	  of	  

Yunnan	  Province	  
- Heads	  of	  Delegation	  of	  the	  GMS	  Member	  Countries	  
- Mr.	  Steven	  Schipani,	  Senior	  Portfolio	  Management	  Specialist,	  Asian	  

Development	  Bank	  
- Distinguished	  Delegates	  of	  the	  GMS	  Member	  Countries,	  
- Representative	  from	  development	  partners	  and	  the	  media,	  
- Ladies	  and	  Gentlemen.	  

	  

Zao	  shang	  hao	  and	  good	  morning	  to	  all	  of	  you.	  On	  behalf	  of	   the	  Mekong	  Tourism	  
Coordinating	   Office,	   I	   would	   like	   to	   thank	   the	   China	   National	   Tourism	  
Administration	  and	  the	  Yunnan	  Tourism	  Development	  Commission	  for	  their	  warm	  
welcome,	  gracious	  hospitality,	  and	  excellent	  arrangements	  provided	  to	  us	  here	  at	  
the	   38th	   GMS	   Tourism	   Working	   Group	   in	   Kunming.	   Personally,	   it	   is	   always	   a	  
pleasure	  visiting	  China,	  after	  having	  lived	  in	  Beijing	  for	  5	  years,	  and	  while	  having	  
served	   as	   Chair	   for	   PATA	  China.	   During	   that	   time,	   I	   had	   the	   opportunity	   to	   visit	  
Yunnan	  as	  well	  as	  Guangxi	  multiple	  times.	  Kunming	  is	  one	  of	  my	  favorite	  cities	  in	  
China,	  and	  the	  Stone	  Forrest	  truly	  one	  of	  the	  most	  spectacular	  attractions	  in	  Asia.	  	  

Over	  the	  last	  decade,	  China	  has	  become	  a	  world	  leader	  in	  tourism.	  China	  is	  today	  
the	  first	  tourism	  source	  market	  in	  the	  world	  in	  terms	  of	  spending	  and	  trips.	  China	  
is	  also	  the	  4th	  most	  visited	  country	  in	  the	  world	  and	  the	  biggest	  domestic	  market.	  
In	  a	  strong	  recognition	  of	  the	  contribution	  of	  tourism	  to	  development,	  China	  has	  
long	  placed	  tourism	  at	  the	  centre	  stage	  of	  its	  economic	  development.	  More	  
recently,	  China	  as	  set	  as	  an	  objective	  to	  lift	  17%	  of	  the	  country’s	  impoverished	  
population	  out	  of	  poverty	  through	  tourism	  by	  2020.	  	  

We	  are	  living	  in	  the	  age	  of	  travel.	  International	  tourists	  have	  grown	  from	  25	  
million	  in	  1950	  to	  almost	  1.2	  billion	  in	  2015.	  Tourism	  now	  counts	  for	  one	  in	  every	  
11	  jobs	  worldwide,	  10%	  of	  global	  GDP,	  7%	  of	  world	  exports	  and	  30%	  of	  services	  
exports.	  And	  let’s	  not	  forget	  tourism’s	  immense	  human	  impacts.	  Tourism	  creates	  
opportunities	  for	  communities	  around	  the	  world	  to	  leave	  poverty	  behind	  and	  hope	  
for	  a	  better	  live.	  	  
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Tourism	   is	  a	   strong	  driving	   force	   for	  socio-‐economic	  development	   in	   the	  Greater	  
Mekong	  Subregion	  that	  has	  benefited	  all	  of	  our	  countries.	  Indeed,	  while	  Southeast	  
Asia	  is	  the	  fastest	  growing	  tourism	  region	  in	  the	  world	  (+6%),	  the	  Greater	  Mekong	  
Subregion	   is	   the	   fastest	   growing	   sub	   region	   in	   Asia	   in	   2015	   and	   this	   growth	   is	  
expected	  to	  continue.	  Over	  the	  past	  two	  years,	  we	  have	  embarked	  on	  an	  ambitious	  
strategy,	  reflected	  in	  the	  GMS	  TWG	  Workplan,	  to	  position	  the	  Mekong	  Subregion	  as	  
a	   single	   tourism	  destination,	  driving	   inclusive	  growth	  and	  poverty	  alleviation,	  by	  
promoting	  multi-‐country	  travel	  and	  secondary	  destinations	  in	  a	  responsible	  way.	  

We	  have	  changed	  how	  MTCO	  is	  operated	  just	  three	  years	  ago	  -‐	  both	  internally,	  but	  
more	   importantly,	   externally	   in	   how	  we	   engage	  with	   industry	   via	   digital	  means,	  
and	  aligned	  to	  the	  new	  Experience	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Marketing	  Strategy	  &	  Action	  
Plan	   2015-‐2020.	   Over	   the	   past	   few	   days,	   we	   have	   had	   some	   very	   productive	  
discussions	   with	   representatives	   from	   the	   Yunnan	   Tourism	   Development	  
Commission,	   how	   to	   further	   promote	   Yunnan	   leveraging	   our	   new	   storytelling	  
programs.	  

In	   the	   past	   two	   years,	   together	   we	   focused	   on	   developing	   a	   foundation	   for	  
execution	  and	  collaboration,	  from	  launching	  an	  award-‐winning	  digital	  platform	  to	  
invite	   content	   contributors	   and	   an	   e-‐library	   that	   functions	   as	   a	   repository	   of	  
documents	   related	   to	   the	   GMS	   and	   Travel	   and	   Tourism.	  We	   developed	   the	    MTF	  
into	   a	   platform	   for	   organizations	   to	   produce	   forums	   for	   debate	   and	   networking	  
such	  as	  the	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Investment	  Summit,	  the	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Digital	  Boot	  
Camp,	  and	  for	  the	  first	  time	  the	  Mekong	  Food	  Tourism	  Summit,	  as	  a	  few	  examples.	  
Finally,	   as	   a	   major	   milestone,	   TWG	   agreed	   in	   moving	   forward	   to	   seek	  
establishment	   as	   an	   international	   governmental	   organization	  of	   the	  MTCO.	  Other	  
projects	  and	  initiatives	  are	  ready	  to	  be	  launched	  and	  implemented,	  leveraging	  our	  
powerful	  digital	  platform	  and	  marketing	  strategy.	  

As	  mentioned,	  we	  also	  embarked	  on	  the	  next	  10-‐year	  GMS	  Tourism	  Sector	  Strategy	  
2016-‐2026,	   to	   meet	   the	   demands	   of	   a	   changing	   consumer	   scape	   from	   the	  
importance	  of	   the	   internet	   and	   social	  media,	   the	   sharing	   economy	  and	   traveler’s	  
desires	  to	  have	  truly	  local	  experiences,	  to	  increased	  air	  and	  land	  connectivity,	  visa	  
openness,	   and	   increased	   tourist	   arrivals	   to	   destinations	   that	   either	   were	   not	  
accessible	   or	   not	   on	   the	   radar	   by	   international	   mainstream	   tourists.	   The	  
development	  of	  the	  next	  ten-‐year	  strategy	  could	  not	  come	  at	  a	  more	  relevant	  time.	  	  

As	  we	  have	  a	  full	  agenda,	  I	  want	  to	  close	  by	  thanking	  all	  of	  you	  by	  giving	  the	  MTCO	  
team	  and	  me	  your	  confidence	  in	  assisting	  to	  execute	  the	  GMS	  TWG	  workplans	  over	  
the	  past	  to	  years,	  and	  represent	  the	  GMS	  in	  tourism-‐related	  matters.	  It	  has	  been	  a	  
true	  honor	  and	  pleasure	  to	  be	  of	  service.	  

	  

Xie	  Xie	  &	  thank	  you	  very	  much!	  
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38th	  MEETING	  OF	  THE	  GMS	  TOURISM	  WORKING	  GROUP	  

09:00	  –	  15:10	  hrs,	  08	  December	  2016	  

InterContinental	  Hotel,	  Kunming,	  PR	  China	  

PROVISIONAL	  AGENDA	  

Agenda	  item	  1 Opening	  Remarks	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (09:00-‐09:40)	  

• Remarks	  from	  CNTA	  	  

• Remarks	  from	  Yunnan	  Government	  	  

• Remarks	  from	  Asian	  Development	  Bank	   	  

• Remarks	  from	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Coordinating	  Office	  	  

• Group	  Photo	   	   	  

Agenda	  item	  2 Adoption	  of	  the	  Agenda	   	  	  (09:40-‐09:45)	  

Agenda	  item	  3 Business	  arrangements	  	   	  	  (09:45-‐09:50)	  

Agenda	  item	  4 Report	  and	  follow-‐up	  of	  the	  37th	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  Meeting	   	  	  (09:50-‐10:05)	  

	   Cambodia	  will	  brief	  the	  meeting	  on	  the	  outcomes	  of	  the	  37th	  GMS	  TWG	  	  
	   Meeting	  held	  in	  January	  in	  Sihanoukville,	  Cambodia	  
	  
Agenda	  item	  5 Report	  and	  follow-‐up	  of	  the	  2016	  GMS	  Ministerial	  Meeting	   	  	  (10:05-‐10:10)	  

	   ADB	  will	  brief	  the	  meeting	  on	  the	  outcomes	  of	  the	  2016	  GMS	  Ministerial	  Meeting.	  
	  

-‐-‐-‐-‐	  	  BREAK	  (10:10-‐10:25)	  	  -‐-‐-‐-‐	  

Agenda	  item	  6 Implementation	  of	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Marketing	  Strategy	  2015–2020	   	  	  (10:25	  –	  11:50)	  
• GMS	  Country	  Project	  Updates:	  
-‐ Each	  country	  may	  brief	  the	  Meeting	  on	  projects	  and	  regional	  initiatives	  
• GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  2016	  Workplan	  Progress	  Report	  Q3:	  
-‐ MTCO	  Executive	  Director	  to	  present	  progress	  against	  the	  TWG’s	  agreed	  2016	  Workplan	  	  	  
• Open	  discussion	  on	  joint	  marketing	  progress,	  issues	  and	  solutions	  	  

	  

Agenda	  item	  7	  	  	  	  	  	  	  GMS	  Tourism	  Performance	  Scorecard	  	   (11:50	  –	  12:00)	  
• MTCO	  to	  present	  GMS	  Tourism	  Performance	  Scorecard	  	  	  

	  

-‐-‐-‐-‐	  	  LUNCH	  BREAK	  (12:00	  –	  13:00)	  	  -‐-‐-‐-‐	  
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-‐2-‐	  

Agenda	  item	  8 Updating	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Sector	  Strategy	  2016-‐2025	   (13:00	  –	  13:45)	  
• ADB	  will	  brief	  the	  meeting	  on	  progress	  of	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Sector	  Strategy	  2016-‐2025	  	  	  
• Open	  discussion	  on	  Implementation	  of	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Sector	  Strategy	  	  
-‐ Yunnan,	  PR	  China	  
-‐ Other	  countries	  
	  

Agenda	  item	  9 Greater	  Mekong	  Subregion	  Tourism	  Infrastructure	  for	  Inclusive	  Growth	  Project	  (13:45	  –	  
14:45)	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

• Cambodia,	  the	  Lao	  PDR	  and	  Viet	  Nam	  will	  brief	  the	  meeting	  on	  progress	  made	  and	  key	  issues	  
encountered	  

o Project	  Coordination	  Unit,	  Ministry	  of	  Tourism,	  Cambodia	  	  
o Project	  Coordination	  Unit,	  Ministry	  of	  Information,	  Culture	  and	  

Tourism,	  Laos	  
o Project	  Coordination	  Unit,	  Ministry	  of	  Culture,	  Sports	  and	  Tourism,	  

Viet	  Nam	  	  
• Discussion	  

	  

Agenda	  item	  10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  TWG-‐39	  Preparations	  &	  MTF	  2017	   	  (14:45	  –	  15:00)	  
• Lao	  PDR	  to	  brief	  the	  Meeting	  on	  preparations	  for	  the	  	  
38th	  TWG	  Meeting	  	  &	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Forum	  2017	  

	  
Agenda	  item	  11	  	  	  	  	  Other	  Matters	   	  (15:00	  –	  15:10)	  

	   	  

-‐-‐-‐-‐	  	  BREAK	  (15:10	  -‐15:30)	  	  	  -‐-‐-‐-‐	  

	  

	  

Dinner:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  InterContinental	  Hotel	  Kunming	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (18:30	   –	  

21:00)	  
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119	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

120	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

121	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

122	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

123	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

124	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

125	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

126	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

127	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

128	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

129	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

130	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

131	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

132	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

133	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

134	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

135	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

136	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

137	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

138	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  

	   	  



	  

139	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  
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140	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  

	  



	  

141	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

142	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

143	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

144	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

145	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  



	  

146	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  

	  

	   	  



	  

147	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  




