DU THAO BAI PHAT BIEU
CUA THU TRUONG BOQ GTVT LE PINH THQ
tai Dién dan GTVT khu vuc tiéu ving Mekong mé rong lan thir 24 (STF 24)
(21/01/2021)

Dear Mr. Hiroaki Yamaguchi, Director of Transport & Communications

Division, Southeast Asia Department, Asian Development Bank (ADB)
Dear distinguished guests
Ladies and gentlement,

Hom nay t6i rat vinh du va vui ming duoc thay mat Viét Nam - nudc chi
nha cta Dién dan GTVT khu vuyc tiéu ving Mekong mé rong lan thir 24 ¢o bai

phat biéu chao ming Hoi nghi.

Today I am very honored to represent Vietnam - the host country of the
24th Greater Mekong Subregional Transport Forum to deliver a welcome

remarks.

Trudc hét t6i xin nhiét liét chao mimg va giri 10i chic ming nim mai 2021
ti toan thé Dién dan va cam on cac quy vi dai biéu da tham du Dién dan ngay
hém nay do Ngan hang Phat trién Chau A (ADB) va Bo Giao thong van tai Viét
Nam phdi hop t6 chire theo hinh thirc truc tuyén.

First of all, I would like to warmly welcome and congratulate the new year
2021 to all the Forum and thank you for participating in today's Forum hosted by
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Ministry transport of Vietnam

transportation through online meeting.
Thua quy vi,

Ladies and gentlement,



Nhu céc quy vi da biét, GTVT la mét trong linh vuc quan trong va uu tién
ctia hop tac Tiéu ving Mekong. Trong thoi gian qua, v6i su hd tro cta cac doi
tac phat trién, dic biét 1a Ngan hang Phat trién Chau A — ADB va su tich cuc,
cha dong ctia Chinh phu cac qudc gia GMS, hop tac GTVT trong GMS da dat

duoc nhiéu két qua an tuong, co6 thé ké dén nhu:

As you all know, transport is one of the important and priority areas of
Greater Mekong Subregion cooperation. In recent years, with the support of
development partners, especially the Asian Development Bank - ADB and the
proactive of the GMS countries government, transportation cooperation in the

GMS has been achieved many impressive results, such as:

- Théng nhét thuc hién “Thu hoach sém” Hiép dinh Tao thuan loi van
chuyén nguoi va hang hoa qua lai bién gidi cac nude Tiéu ving Mekong mé
rong: Viéc trién khai “Thu hoach sém” da duoc thuc hién tir thang 08/2018 voi
su tham gia cta cac quéc gia: Cam-pu-chia, Lao, Trung Qudc, Thai Lan va Viét
Nam nhim hd tro, tao thuan loi hon nita cho hoat dong van tai hanh khach va
hang hoa qua lai bién gidi giira cac qubc gia Tiéu ving, gop phan phat trién kinh
té - xa hoi gitra cac qubc gia. Riéng vi Mi-an-ma, dy kién sé& tham gia chinh

thirc trién khai “Thu hoach sém” vao nim 2021.

- Regarding the implementation the "Early Harvest" of the Greater Mekong
Subregion Cross-Border Transport Facilitation Agreement: The implementation
of "Early Harvest" has been implemented since August 2018 with he
participation of Cambodia, Laos, China, Thailand and Vietnam in order to
support and create smooother cross-border passenger and cargo transportation,
contributing to socio-economic development among countries. As for Myanmar,
it is expected to participate officially in the implementation of "Early Harvest"

in 2021.

- P thyc hién nhiéu du an dau tu phat trién co so ha tang giao thong quan

trong: Trén co s& ké hoach phat trién co s& ha tang cua cac qudc gia GMS va



Khung Pau tu Tiéu ving GMS giai doan 2018 — 2022, 53 du 4n co sé ha tang
giao thong véi tong mirc dau tu 48.9 ty USD da duoc trién khai, kéu goi dau tu
theo nhiéu hinh thirc va giai doan khac nhau. Pén nay, da c6 12 dy an véi tong
muc dau tu 641 triéu USD dugc hoan thanh va nhiéu du an quan trong khac
dang trién khai, vi du nhu: Dy an Puong cao tbc Pnom-Pénh — Si-ha-ntc Vin
(Campuchia); Dy 4n Phat trién Két ni duong bé Vung Van Nam — Pho Nhi
(Trung Quéc); Du an bao tri va nang cép Quéc 16 13 doan Vién-chin — Phén

Hong (Lao); Dy an két ndi GTVT céc tinh mién ndi phia Bac (Viét Nam)...

- Regarding the implementation of various investment projects to develop
important transport infrastructure: On the basis of infrastructure development
plans of GMS countries and GMS Regional Investment Framework period 2018
- 2022, 53 transport infrastructure projects with a total investment of 48.9 billion
USD have been deployed, calling for investment in many different phases and
stages. Up to now, 12 projects with a total investment of 641 million USD have
been completed and many other important projects are underway, for example:
The Phnom Penh — Sihanoukville Expressway Project (Cambodia); Yunnan
Pu’er Regional Integrated Road Network Development Project (China); Project
on maintenance and upgrading of Highway 13, Improvement and Maintenance
Project Vientiane to Phon Hong (Laos); Northern Mountain Provinces Transport

Connectivity Project (Vietnam) ...

- V& hop tac trong két n6i duong sit: Trong khuon kho Hiép hoi Puong sit
Tiéu ving Mekong md rong, nganh Pudng sit cac nudec GMS da bude dau xac
dinh 09 tuyén uu tién nham két nbi hoan chinh hé thong dudng sit GMS va tién
hanh hop tac nghién ctu, xay dung Hiép dinh khung vé két nbi dudng sat qua
bién gidi trong GMS véi su ho tro ctia ADB.

- Regarding cooperation in railway connectivity: In the framework of the
Greater Mekong Railway Association (GMRA), the railway sector of GMS
countries has identified an initial assessment of the viability of 9 priority railway

links to complete GMS rail connectivity and collaborative research,



development of the Agreement on Cross-Border Railway Transport

Connectivity in the GMS with ADB support.
Thiea quy vi dai biéu,
Ladies and gentlement,

Nam 2020 1a mdt nam dac biét, chung ta da chiung kién dai dich COVID-19
tac dong ti€u cuc té1 moi mat cua doi séng kinh té - xa hoi véi g?m 100 triéu ca
nhiém va 2 triéu ngudi tr vong. Trong linh viie GTVT, COVID-19 di gay ra
nhitng ton that nghiém trong cho hoat dong vén tai xuyén bién gidi, trong d6 co

cac qudc gia GMS.

2020 is a special year, we have seen the COVID-19 pandemic negatively
impact all aspects of socio-economic life with nearly 100 million cases and 2
million deaths. In the transportation sector, COVID-19 has caused serious losses

to cross-border transport, including the GMS countries.

Trong bdi canh dic biét do, Dién dan ngay hom nay la mot co hdi ddc biét
dé cac qubc gia GMS thao luan, dua ra cac giai phap nham thic day phuc hoi
linh vuc GTVT sau dai dich, dac biét trong phuc hoi hoat dong van tai xuyén
bién gidi trong GMS trén co so Ké hoach tmg pho va phuc hdi COVID-19 giai
doan 2021 — 2023 da dugc Hoi nghi B truong GMS lan thu 24 thong qua. To1
hi vong rang Dién dan GTVT khu vuc Tiéu ving Mekong mé rong lan thir 24 s&
dong gop dugc nhiéu sang kién, chinh sach nham gitp cac quéc gia GMS sém
nbi lai hoat dong van tai hanh khach, hang hoa xuyén bién giéi, thiic day két noi
c6 hiéu qua cac hanh lang kinh té: Bic — Nam, Pong — Tay va Hanh lang kinh té

phia Nam hién c6, gop phﬁn hd tro phuc hoi phat trién kinh té hau dai dich.

In that context, the Forum today is a special opportunity for GMS countries
to discuss and propose solutions to promote the recovery of the transport sector
after the pandemic, especially in rehabilitation of cross-border transport in GMS

with the instruction from the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Plan for the



period 2021 - 2023 approved by the 24th GMS Ministerial Meeting. I also hope
that the STF-24 will contribute many initiatives and policies to help GMS
countries to resume cross-border passenger and cargo transport activities,
effectively connect the existing North - South, East - West economic corridors
and the Southern Economic Corridor, contributing to the post-pandemic

economic development.

Ngoai ra, toi ciing dé nghi quy vi dai biéu tham dy Dién dan ngay hém nay
tiép tuc ra soat, cap nhat tién d6 trién khai cac du an kéu goi dau tu trong linh
vuc giao thong trong khudén khé Khung dau tu Tiéu vang GMS 2018 — 2022
nham hoan thién viéc xay dung Khung chién hop tac dai han GMS 2030 lam co
sO tién dé dé thuc day hop tac tiéu ving tir nay t6i nam 2030, tam nhin 2050.

In addition, I also suggest that the Forum today continue to review and
update the progress of implementing projects calling for investment in the
transport sector under GMS Regional Investment Framework 2018 - 2022 in
order to develop the GMS 2030 Long-Term Cooperation Strategy Framework as
a basis for promoting sub-regional cooperation from now to 2030, with a vision

to 2050.
Thira quy vi dai biéu,
Ladies and gentlement,

Nhén co hoi nay, t6i xin tran trong cam on ADB va cac d6i tac phat trién
d3 hd tro va gitp d& Viét Nam noi riéng va cac qudc gia tiéu ving ndi chung
trong thuc day, phat trién két cau ha ting giao thong ciing nhu hd tro thuc hién
cac chinh sach tao thuan loi trong van tai, giao thuong qua bién gioi. BO GTVT
Viét Nam cam két sé tiép tuc 1a mdt thanh vién tich cuc, chi dong trong hop tac
GTVT Tiéu vung GMS va mong mudn tiép tuc nhan duoc su hod tro, hop tac tir

phia ADB, céc ddi tac phat trién va cac qubc gia thanh vién GMS.



Taking this opportunity, I would like to thank ADB and other development
partners for their support and assistance to Vietnam in particular and the GMS
countries in general for the promotion and development of transport
infrastructure as well as support the implementation of policies to facilitate
cross-border transport and trade. The Ministry of Transport of Vietnam is
committed to continue to be an active and proactive member in GMS transport
cooperation and looks forward to continuing to receive support and cooperation

from ADB, development partners and GMS countries.

Cuoi cung, to1 xin chan thanh cdm on quy vi dai biéu da tham du Dién dan
va xin chic cho quy vi luén manh khde, an toan trong dai dich va hi vong s€

som gap lai Quy vi trong thoi gian gan nhat.

Last but not least, I would like to sincerely thank you who attended the
Forum and wish you always healthy and safe during the pandemic and hope to

see you in the soonest
Chuc dién dan cta chiing ta thanh cong t6t dep.
Wish our Forum a great success.
Xin tran trong cam on.

Thank you.



OPENING REMARKS BY
DIRECTOR GENERAL LE TUAN ANH - CO-CHAIR OF STF-24

Dear His Excellency Mr. Le Dinh Tho — Deputy Minister of Transport of

Vietnam;

Dear Mr. Hiroaki Yamaguchi, Director of Transport and Communications
Division, Southeast Asia Department, Asian Development Bank (ADB) - Co-

chair;
Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to extend my sincere thanks and warmly welcome
you for taking the time to participate in today STF-24 Forum. I also would like
to thank ADB for your support and cooperation to organize the Forum today

through online meeting.

As Mr. Le Dinh Tho - Deputy Minister of Transport of Vietnam mentioned
ealier, in recent years with the support of ADB, we have achieved many

sastified achievements, specifically:

(1)  With regard to the “Early Harvest” implementation of GMS-CBTA:
The countries participate in the Early Harvest have issued the multi-
trips GMS Road Transport Permits and Temporary Admission
Document (TAD) for international transport operators. Moreover,
with the technical support from ADB, GMS countries have
continued to improve customs transit points and implement globally

recognized customs management systems

(i) Regarding the promotion of the implementation of the GMS
Regional Investment Framework (RIF): Transport infrastructure
remains a priority under the GMS Program. Under the RIF-2020

framework, we have proposed 53 transport sector projects and 12 of



those had been completed. However, there are still some projects
being postponed or replaced by other projects due to the change of

priority order or difficulty in calling for investment

In the coming period, GMS transport sector will continue to be the key
factor to support the succesful implementation the GMS Economic Cooperation
Program Strategic Framework 2030 (GMS-2030). The GMS-2030 transport

program will seek innovative strategies in six new areas, as follows:

- Regarding railways, strategies and masterplans will be developed with
prominence given to private sector investment, concessions, maintenance, and

operations.

- Shift emphasis toward developing and expanding capacity in sea, river,

and dry ports.
- Promote inland waterways, coastal shipping, and passenger services.
- Promote the development of international and secondary airports.
- Help to integrate urban transport into urbanization strategies and planning.

- Considerations for the social, environmental, and resettlement effects of

transport projects, as well as road safety, will be priorities.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This STF-24 Forum will focus on discussing important issues in order to
develop and improve towards the effective implementation of the above-

mentioned GMS-30 strategy, such as:

- Review and Update the Pipeline of GMS Transport Sector Projects in the
GMS Regional Investment Framework (RIF);

- Report on the Progress of the CBTA “Early Harvest” Implementation and

other plans for the field of transport and trade facilitation



- Updates on the Greater Mekong Railway Association (GMRA) and the
progress on the proposed Framework Agreement on Cross-Border Railway
Transport Connectivity in GMS and information on the ADB's new support
projects aims to enhance the effectiveness of GMRA, prepare modern GMS

railway network development plan and update GMS railway strategy;
- Initiatives to improve road safety in GMS countries;

- Experience sharing from GMS countries in railway planning and

financing

- Progress of implementation of activities/projects to support and promote

transport operations in the GMS from the development partners;

- As Deputy Minister of Transport of Vietnam Le Dinh Tho said, this STF-
24 forum will be a very special opportunity for us to discuss, share experiences,
and propose initiatives to counter the impacts of COVID-19 in the transport
sector of GMS countries. We will hear the presentation by ADB on the COVID-
19 Response and Recovery Plan (GMS COVID-19 Plan) and discuss the

impacts of COVID-19 on future priporities and activities.

Once again, I would like to thank you all for joining STF-24 today and

wish the Forum a great success.

In order to continue the program, I would like to give the floor to Mr.

Hiroaki Yamaguchi - Co-chair who will deliver the opening speech.

Please, Sir



Greater Mekong Subregion
Twenty-third Meeting of the Subregional Transport Forum (STF-24)
(Virtual meeting Viet Nam is host)
21 January 2021

Opening Statement
Mr. Hiroaki Yamaguchi

Director, Transport and Communications Division
Southeast Asia Department, Asian Development Bank

Mr. Le Tuan Anh, Director General, International Cooperation Department Ministry of
Transport Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and Meeting Chair; Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

| would like to thank the government of Viet Nam for graciously hosting this 24th
Meeting of the GMS Subregional Transport Forum. | wish to thank in particular His
Excellency, Mr. Le Dinh Tho for sharing with us his precious time as well as his valuable
ideas. My special thanks also go to Mr. Le Tuan Anh for chairing our Forum, as well as

other officials and staff of the Ministry for their excellent work in organizing this Forum.

| am very happy and honored to co-chair this important meeting. 2020 was a
challenging year for us all. 2021 will, | expect, be equally challenging as we banish
COVID-19 from our populations and continue to rebuild the economics of the GMS. As

we all know so intimately, public infrastructure is the backbone of economic growth.

The theme of STF-24 is “Forging Greater Transport Connectivity Toward the Visions of
GMS-2030”. This is in line with the new GMS Long Term Strategic Framework 2030.
The GMS 2030 has been commented upon at the Ministerial Conference last year and
is due to go to the Leaders’ Summit in March this year for endorsement. The Strategy
recognizes the challenges facing the region encompassed in its vision of a to develop a
more integrated, prosperous, sustainable, and equitable subregion. The transport sector
features prominently in the strategy. Through its fundamental strengths of community,
competitiveness, and connectivity. Most importantly for our consideration are the core
principles of environmental sustainability and resilience, internal and external

integration, and inclusivity.
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As our countries and the region begin to recover from the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic, rebuild our economic base, protect our people, livelihoods and industry from
this pandemic, the transport sector remains important. This is particularly true in the
urban transport area, where countries are targeting better public transport that is
environmentally sustainable and resilient. But new challenges arise for the sector.
Public expenditure is less focused on large public infrastructure projects as
governments focus on social protection and health. Within the region, there is a sense
of optimism and opportunity. Despite a global shift to unilateralism, the GMS has a deep
understanding of the need to work together for a path to recovery. Governments are
more open to change in the way we do things. The introduction of digital technology.
The approval of subregional agreements that improve efficiency and promote growth.
The adoption of international standards. It is or job in this forum to identify and deliver

key elements of change that will launch the region into the next decade.

This Forum will review, as always, the progress of the mostly infrastructure-focused
projects in the regional connectivity-related pipelines of the GMS member countries,
under the GMS Regional Investment Framework 2022. Unlike other years however,
2021 will witness the development of a new RIF which will adopt more universally
accepted project preparation criteria. In responding to the demands of government, the
private sector and our development partners, projects in the RIF should incorporate a
higher level of preparation if they are to be of interest to internal and external sources of

financing. There will be more on this later in the year.

2021 will be a year of recovery. One of the fundamental elements for the GMS will be
the strengthening of inter and intra regional value chains. The transport sector plays a
key role in this effort. The region has already pioneered the GMS Cross-Border
Transport Facilitation Agreement, or CBTA. Through the early harvest program this has
already begun effective implementation. However, due to technical, legal, institutional,
physical capacity, and coordination issues, overall CBTA implementation has fallen
short of expectations. The restrictions in movement mean 2021 provides us the
opportunity for real change in cross border transport arrangements such as extending

permit arrangements, moving to digital trade documentation. In today’s meeting, we will
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be briefed on the progress of this program, as well as on further activities moving

forward.

GMS 2030 also focuses on multi-modalism and inter-modal links, with particular
emphasis on railway development and connectivity as an efficient, safe and
environmentally sustainable transport mode and integrated urban transport
development in border towns and cities. The key regional institution that has been
established toward this goal is the Greater Mekong Railway Association, or GMRA.
Since its establishment in 2013, the GMRA has worked diligently towards the ultimate
goal of a wide-reaching, inter-connected and efficient GMS railway network. The Forum

will also be briefed on the latest developments and plans in these efforts.

The stark and unpleasant truth is that road deaths in our region far exceed deaths from
the corona virus disease. Our regional projects must continue to include elements for
rad safety in design and well as compliance and public awareness. This is a global
problem and increasingly there is stronger coordination and resources dedicated to
mitigating these deaths. We have dealt with this topic in our last STF, where the broad
findings of recent studies on the status of road safety in certain GMS countries were
discussed. Today, we will again look into this important subject, with a focus on further

efforts and possible next steps.

Toward the end of our meeting today, we will be briefed on a major GMS-wide
undertaking that will impact on all sectors of cooperation in the GMS Program, including
the transport sector. A new long term GMS Strategic Framework covering the period up
to 2030 is now under preparation. This has been necessitated by a recognition that
rapid changes and critical new trends are taking place in the regional and global
context. These present challenges as well as opportunities for the GMS cooperation
program, requiring a refocusing and recalibration of our strategic directions and actions

to ensure the continued strength and relevance of the Program.

As mentioned, financing of large infrastructure projects is becoming increasingly

challenging. Today we will hear one example, that of Viet Nam, and how they are

3
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working towards an integrated rail network and urban rail solutions. It is an impressive
effort and they are coordinating with other GMS members to ensure effective cross

border integration. | am sure the session will be inspiring.
Last but not the least, we will hear from our development partners on updates on their
activities in the region’s transport sector and hopefully also we will have the chance to

explore further potential collaborations with them.

We therefore have a full plate before us. But | am sure we will be able to handle this

substantive agenda quite well.

| therefore look forward to an interesting and productive STF-24. Thank you.
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